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Those Wandering Thoughts 


By C. M. Summers 


LD SATAN came to me one day 

And asked to lead me far astray 
Through streets and byways lined with sin,— 

’Twas thus he sought my soul to win. 


His evil face and wicked smile 
Did not my timid soul beguile ; 
His invitation had no charm,— 
I looked upon him with alarm. 


When Satan came to me that day 

It was not hard to say him “ Nay,” 

He could not gain the soul he sought 
“With plan so bald and crudely wrought. 


Then Satan came, one lovely night, 
In garments gay, and spirits light; 
With blithesome air, and tripping feet, 
He passed me, going down the strect. 


He did not seem to notice me,— 

From motives sinister seemed free ; 
*Twas thus he gained the soul he sought, 
For then I followed him in thought. 








Take Instant Blessing! 


God loves above all else to be trusted. Our com- 
plete trust in him flings the doors wide open for his 
complete blessing of us. The only barrier that can 
really prevent God’s blessing us as he would is our 
unbelief. When, by taking him at his simple word, 
we remove that barrier, then other barriers are only 
temporary and unimportant. The outworking of the 
blessing that he will send us may be delayed by vari- 
ous circumstances; but it cannot be prevented. And 
the greatest blessing is the instantaneous oneness of 


God and ourselves, through Jesus Christ, in spirit and 
being and purpose, with a clear way for God in our 
life. So it is that Dr. A. B. Simpson has revealingly 
said: “Blessed art thou. already, trusting one! 
Blessed far more in the trusting than in the answer 
that is coming, surely coming.” 


x 
When God Desires What Man Dreads 


Man’s “good” impulses may be contrary to God’s 
will, In his effort by mere searching to find out 
God, man often goes to the very opposite extreme of 
what he would do,—and of what God would want 
him to do,—if he permitted himself to find God in 
God’s own revelation of Himself. A _ thoughtful 
Washington pastor was recently commenting upon the 
deep reverence of the heathen for his gods, and the 
mistaken idea of God that it represents. “The 
pagan,” said he, “is in constant fear lest he eat a 
god or drink a god.” Yet the Hindu, when he comes 
to know God through the missionary’s Bible and the 
missionary’s preaching, learns that that thing which 
he feared so much to do is really what God wishes 
him to do. He learns that, if he would know God 
more and more, he must eat Him and drink Him. 
Jesus taught, and underscored his statement with one 
of his tremendous double “verilies,” “Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you.” The pagan fears that he will 
die if he eats or drinks the god of his conception; 
our God teaches us that we are dead unless we do so. 


x 


Disliking the Blood 


Most people hate the sight of blood. The Chris- 
tian loves it. True, it does not “appeal” to the nat- 
ural man. With a self-commending, spurious sensi- 
tiveness he recoils from the idea of blood-shedding. 
With intellectual “refinement” and superiority he con- 
demns the idea that it was necessary for the blood 
of Jesus to be shed in order that we might be washed 
clean, whiter than snow, in the blood drawn from 
Immanuel’s veins. He calls it, in indignation, the 
“slaughter house theory” of the atonement. He says 


we 


See page 372 


it makes a shambles of the Christian religion. But 
the startling fact is that those who reject God’s plan 
of blood-shedding atonement are themselves the cause 
of all the shedding of men’s blood in this world. 
missionary in China, studying the tragic situation in 
the world to-day in the light of the atonement and 
the prophetic Scriptures, writes: “Genesis has taught 
me that war had its beginning in the heart of a faith- 
less man; the first man to revolt against a blood 
theology was the first to shed his brother’s blood.” 
Cain “knew better” than Abel as to how to sacrifice 
to God; Cain “knew better” than God; and Cain was 
the- first murderer. So long as there is war between 
men and God through man’s rejection of God’s love 
in the death of Christ, so long will war between 
man and man continue. 
Fat 


Not Determined by Years . 


Most persons think that we have to grow into 
certain virtues. They think that in old age we may 
expect to show a right spirit in some matters which, 
in our youth, it would not be fair to count upon. 
Young people are often expected to be more im- 
patient, more domineering with others; old people 
are expected to be more tolerant and patient. Yet it 
has been blessedly proved over and over again, -in 
actual experience, that years need have nothing to 
do with the degree of love and patience and peace 
and joy shown in a human life. Years have a great 
deal to do with knowledge, and with growth in many 
matters that are apart from right and wrong, apart 
from righteousness and sin. But not in matters of 
practical holiness: for the moment Christ is accepted, 
not only ds Saviour but as the entire life of the be- 
liever, he who is “the same yesterday and to-day, 
yea and forever,” can reveal himself in the “fruit of 
the Spirit” just as abundantly in saints in their teens 
as in saints of three-score and ten, For “free indeed” 
is an absolute matter, not a relative or comparative 
experience of growth; and the freedom with which 
the Son sets us free is determined, not by our years, 
but by His unchanging, unlimited omnipotence and 
the infinite sufficiency of His grace. 


He 


Worth Doing Badly 


a thing is worth doing at all it is worth doing 

well.” But it is a maxim which almost takes 
the heart out of a good many people, for it may have 
been so long since they did the thing worth doing 
that their unpractised hands may be quite unable to 
do it well. Mr. Chesterton, with his shrewd good 
nature which is always detecting fallacies that nobody 
else ever thinks of, has seen that left to itself this 
proverb would be most disheartening, and might 
frighten off the very people it was meant to help; and 
he has helped us out by reminding us also that what 
is worth doing at all is worth doing badly. “The 
fear of making false steps may paralyze us into 
making no steps at all.” Newman has told us of 
deep hesitations which held him back: 


“Time was I shrank from what was right 
For fear of what was wrong.” 


And he schooled himself into willingness to make 
blunders rather than to do nothing. 

When we have been long out of practise in doing 
some duty and begin to think of doing it again we 
are often withheld from making an effort by the fear 
that we shall do it so badly that it will put us to 
shame. We are only too keenly aware of how well 
worth doing that neglected duty is, and we are only 
too sure that our first attempt at it will be full of 
blundering. So we wait until we can do it per- 
fectly, and perhaps never do it at all. Probably 
this way of thinking ig.accountable for more undone 
duties than almost any other. 

What a man ought to say to himself is rather, “It is 
worth many mistakes for me to try to get back into 
the right way.” One can be almost certain that he 
will blunder, and be awkward, and call all the more 


FE thine is we is familiar with the proverb, “If 


attention to his incapacity when he resumes anything 
worth doing but long neglected. The inventor Geese 
that he is sure to do it badly when he takes the first 
steps toward some projected machine. His work- 
shop will be full of failures. The Christian worker 
who tackles some grave situation feels that he is 
bound to look foolish and absurd in the eyes of the 
over-cautious who take no stock in experiments but 
only in established successes. Let any one cease pray- 
ing for a long time, and he feels he is certain to 
be put to shame by his first efforts at renewal in 
prayer. There are many who look more and more 
longingly toward restored communion with God. 
They see how beautiful and powerful an event it may 
be, but their first steps toward it are so full of seem- 
ing failure that they cannot endure them. What they 
need to know is that the thing is so well worth doing 
that it is worth doing badly for a long time, if 
need be. The great pray-ers have learned that. 
There is no feebler creature than the one who 
simply will not touch any of the great vital experi- 
ments until he can do them as wale he would like. 
He will not touch them at all. Here is some one 
who will not “join the church” until he can do it 
with a guarantee that he will not make all the mis- 
takes he has seen another man make. But as the 
years go on the other man, full of blunders, has let 
his very mistake set him forward, while the first 
man has not even begun. We must be willing to let 
a great many labors go for nothing. It was said of 
a great scientist that nobody was more willing to see 
a great many experiments yield no result. He did 
not disturb himself about it; and the time never 
came when he felt that his prodigious and life-long 
work entitled him to have every effort turn owt a 
success. It was worth doing badly for a long 
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tie if only in the end it set him upon the rght 
track. 

How can we help doing it badly when we try 
once more to pick up the threads of forgotten duty? 
The main point is that we can do it at all, after so 
long neglect. Rather than look unusual or create 
comment many will silence all the best promptings 
of their hearts and grow more and more sterile in 
their accomplishment. These great promptings are 
worth following though we have to do it badly for a 
time. 

How abrupt and irregular and unceremonious were 
the ways in which sinful men and women came into 
touch with the Saviour! But the thing was worth 
doing badly. The woman with the box of ointment 
seemed to have overdone it, and braved contempt. 
The woman who touched the hem of his garment 
would never have been healed if she had waited for 
a perfect approach. The Syro-pheenician woman 
thought it worth peg | badly, noisily, rather than to 
lose it all. And all these experiments now look to 
us the most beautiful of all the Gospel events. 

One ought then to be willing to take up some long- 
intended effort and say, “I am quite willing to do 
this awkwardly and imperfectly if that is the best 
I can do to-day. That may be all I am entitled to 
for the present, and to be - nh to do it at all may 
be my great privilege.” 

Men sometimes sigh over their vanished youth, 
but one very precious element of youth may re- 
stored to us almost any day, for one of youth’s 
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beautiful characteristics was the willingness to fail 
and start again. Much that we attempted did not 
succeed, but we went blithely at it again and. tried 
something else. No false notion’ of ignity or what 
was due us paralyzed our action as it does now. We 
were ready to undertake all sorts of things without 
waiting to see how they would turn out; and: more 
of them turned out well than our present overr 
cautious efforts do. Is it not just that unwillingness 
to risk mistakes that more marks our loss of youth 
than anything else? And is it not a grand mark of 
faith that once again we are willing to do some- 
thing badly, for many weeks perhaps, use we see 
that at the end of that time we shall be doing it well? 

John Wesley said there came times to him when, 
although thousands of people were waiting outside 
clamoring for a message, he himself was empty and 
had nothing to give. He would gladly have sent the 
multitude away. If he went out to speak to them 
just then he knew he would do it badly; but when he 
thought of their hunger and disappointment he just 
resolved to go ahead and do it badly. And then, 
willing to do it not as he would but as he could— 
the crowning evidence of willingness—he went and 
was amazed to find how well it could be done. 
God’s grace loves to take this form of enabling a 
Christian who perhaps has no logical right to do it 
any way but oan to go and do it better than he ever 
has in his life. Surely it is a gracious paradox that 


we may never know how well we can do a thing until 
we are willing if necessary to do it badly. 





Who Are the Saved, and Who the Lost? 


What is your understanding of the fate or future con- 
dition of those human beings who do not become Chris- 
tians in this life, who do not improve “the opportunity 
to accept God’s grace for full and free forgiveness,” as 
you express it? 

I would like a statement of your understanding of 
God’s purpose respecting the future condition of such 
persons as Abel, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and all 
that class who, according to the light they had, tried 
to live lives acceptable to God. 

Also of the other class who then lived but did not 
seem to regard the true God—did not know about him, 
and in many cases, probably, did not want to know 
about him; and in some cases were so situated that they 
could not know about him. What is their outlook for 
the future? 

Coming down to the time of Christ and the establish- 
ment of his church, what will be the future candition 
of those who hear and accept the Gospel of his grace; 
and of those who hear and do not accept the offer of 
salvation; and also of those living during the same 
time who have not heard and could not hear of this 
plan of salvation, and have died without any “oppor- 
tunity to accept God’s grace”? 

You say also, “ta day of judgment is coming.” Would 
you please say what you understand to be the purpose 
and result of that “day,” which is mentioned quite a 
number of times in the Old and New Testaments?—A 
Colorado Inquirer. 


No one has ever been saved, nor ever will be, by 
“trying to live a life acceptable'to God,” or by living 
a good life. For no human being, in and of him- 
self, can live a good life; such a one cannot live ac- 
ceptably to God. 

The moment Adam sinned and fell, and with him 
the whole human race, that moment all mankind 
needed a Saviour—or was eternally lost. 

And so, in the very Garden of Eden, God imme- 
diately told Adam that He had provided a Saviour, 
who should be the seed of the woman Eve (Gen. 
3:15). And God provided a covering for the sin 
of Adam and Eve by shedding the blood of the first 
animal sacrifice and making them “coats of skins, 
and clothed them” (Gen. 3: 21). 

From that day to this the only way of salvation 
for men is through the atoning, substitutionary sae- 
rifice and shed blood of the seed of the -woman, the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ. Adam was not saved be- 
cause of what he did for God to make up for his sin; 
he was saved because of what God did for him through 
the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” 
(Rev. 13:8). Abel was saved; not by his good 
works, but by faith in God as he offered an animal 
sacrifice that expressed his faith and was a type, 
even though Abel may not have fully understood this, 
of the coming and death of Jesus many centuries 
later (Heb. 11:4). Noah was saved; not by his 
works, but by faith (Heb. 11:7). So also was Abra- 
ham saved; for “Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned unto him for righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). 
Through faith David obtained the promise of salva- 
tion (Heb. 11: 32, 33). 

So faith in the mercy and forgiveness of God 
poured out through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
“the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1: 29), is the only way of salvation for 
all mankind, in Old Testament times and New Testa- 
ment times and present times. For “without faith it 





is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him” (Heb. 
11:6); “for neither is there any other name under 
heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth; for I am God, and there is none else” 
(Isaiah 45:22) is God’s word to sinning men 
through all the ages. Because of what God can and 
will do for us if we trust in him and if we accept 
his sacrifice for us, never because of what we can 
do for him,—that is man’s only hope of salvation. 

It is evident from all this that those in Old Testa- 
ment times who did not look to God in faith in him, 
but who either counted upon their own righteousness 
or were indifferent to the whole question, are lost. 
If they will not accept what God can do for them, 
God cannot help them, much as he longs to. 

And the same is true of all in the world to-day, 
whether in so-called Christian or non-Christian lands. 
A very illuminating and Scriptural study of “The 
Spiritual Condition of the Heathen,” for those who 
wish to look more fully into this great question, is 
given by the Rev. Henry W. Frost, Home Director 
of the China Inland Mission, in a pamphlet bearing 
that title (to be had at 3 cents, or 30 cents a dozen 
copies, from The China Inland Mission, 237 West 
School Lane, Germantown, Pa., or 507 Church 
Street, Toronto, Ontario, Can). 

The final day of judgment is declared and de- 
scribed for us by God in his own Word as an event 
occurring after the end of the thousand years’ reign 
upon this earth of the Lord Jesus Christ, our com- 
ing King, and after the final revolt against him at 
the end of that thousand years, when men “the num- 
ber of whom is as the sand of the sea” shall come 
i rom the four corners of the earth, under the leader- 
ship of Satan, to war against the believers in “the 
beloved city” and are destroyed by fire out of heaven 
(Rev. 20:7-9). Then comes the final judgment: 

“And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat 
upon it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was found no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, the great and the small, stand- 
ing before the throne; and books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of the things which 


were written in the books, according to their works. . 


And the sea gave up the dead that were in it; and 
death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them: 
and they were judged every man according to their 
works. And death and Hades were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death, even the lake 
of fire. And if any was not found written in the 
book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 
20: 11-15). | 

It is plainly revealed here that the lost, whose 
names are not in the book of life, are to be judged 
according to their works,”—that is, that the judg- 
ments passed upon the lost will differ according to 
their works. It is not stated here, nor anywhere in 
the Bible, that any are saved because of, or accord- 
ing to, their works. Those who are saved by grace, 
through faith in Christ, will be judged long before 
this final “great white throne” judgment, as they 
appear “before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 
5:10) to receive the results of their works as Chris- 
tians: rewards or the loss of rewards. But all be- 
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lievers will be saved, even those who receive no 
reward (1 Cor. 3: 11-15). 


a“ 


Bread and Honey 


The right kind of a question can start some very 
profitable thinking. The Sunday School Times seeks 
to give such questions in various every-week lesson 
articles; and it is encouraging to learn from, readers 
that they find them thought-provoking and worth 
while. Are you using the Times lesson questions 
“for all they’re worth” in your class week by week? 
Questions are a regular feature of the lesson articles 
of Dr. Griffith Thomas, Miss Frederick, Mr. Rogers, 
and the Editor’s Lesson Pilot. Here is a strikingly 
suggestive letter from a Colorado Bible Class teacher, 
telling what he did with a question in one of Miss 
Frederick’s lesson articles: 


In my study of the Sunday-school lesson I 
always read all The Sunday School Times first, and 
then pick out my points to teach. 

In my study of the lesson for March 4 I came 
across in Miss Frederick’s article the question: 
“If Jesus is the bread of life, what should Chris- 
tians be?” I don’t know just what she had in mind 
asthe answer, but the question caught my mind, 
and I dwelt on it, and used it as my chief point 
in the lesson in such a way I felt I must write you 
and tell you about it. 

I teach the Ladies’ Bible Class; I asked several 
people the question during the week, but they all 
seemed to see in it only the answer that the Chris- 
tian should be a waiter or passer of the Truth or 
Bread of Life to others. That answer didn’t suit 
me, as the waiter usually gets nothing himself or 
else the left-overs; and as I studied the thought 
it seemed the Spirit brought to my mind the 
thought: honey,—Christian honey. 

I gave the question to the class before time to 
begin, as a riddle: “If Christ is the bread of life, 
what should a Christian be?” comparing it to 
Samson’s riddle to the Philistines and its answer, 
“What is stronger than a lion and what is sweeter 
than honey?” ; 

Using the bee as an illustration: he goes from 
flower to flower and takes from each the sweetness, 
and in his honey-bag uses and predigests it and 
gives it out as honey, the sweetest thing on earth. 

The Christian should be a honey bee and partake 
of Jesus the Bread of Life; feed on him in your 
heart in thanksgiving, and give Him out to others 
as Christian Honey, the sweetest thing on earth to 
the sinsick sinner. 

Take the truth “God is love,” for example. Hand 
that to the sinner on a platter untouched by human 
hands, and it may not touch him. But take it 
into your life and live it and give it to him through 
genuine love for him, and it touches his heart. 

Take any of the truths of God; take Jesus 
himself the bread of life into your heart, as the 
bee takes the sweetness of the flower; use it and 
live it; and the resultant product, Christian honey, 
will be the sweetest thing on earth. 

A story is told of a new missionary in China 
looking for a man; I suppose they all looked alike 
to him, for he couldn’t find his man. So he asked 
a boy where Ho Ko Po lived. 

“Which one,—Jesus Christ Ho Ko Po?” asked 
the boy. 

“Yes, that’s the one,” was the confident reply. 

Do they know you by that name? Does the 
sweetness of Christ come from your life? And so 
I would answer the question, “If Christ is the 
bread of life, what should Christians be?” by say- 
ing “CHrisTIAN Honey.” 

Am'I right? 


The Christian is actually part of Christ; a mem- 
ber of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27). And God 
calls Christ “the rock” (1 Cor. 10:4). So when God 
Says, 

“And with honey out of the rock would I satisfy 
thee” (Psalm 8:: 16), 


we can rightly believe that he is offering to satisfy 
people with honey from the lives of those who are 
members of the body of Christ, established in that 
“Rock of Ages,” as well as with honey from Christ 
himself apart from his members. 

It is a duty to have good things. God commands it. 


“ My son, eat thou honey, for it is good; 
And the droppings of the honeycomb, which are 
sweet to thy taste: 
So shalt thou know wisdom to bé unto thy soul; 
If thou hast found it, then shall there be a reward, 
And thy hope shall not be cut off” (Prov. 24: 13, 14). 


And we are told that the Lord Jesus Christ himself 
sets us the example in the matter of eating honey; 
for centuries before his coming God declared, 
through the great Messianic prophet Isaiah: “Be- 
hold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. Butter and honey 
shall he eat, when he knoweth to refuse the evil, 
and choose the good” (Isaiah 7:14, 15). 

So that is another kind of honey that God wants us 
to eat, and to share with our fellows. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 15 (2 Chronicles 30) 
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Feeling the Feather Edge of Boxer Weapons 


The message on a slip of paper handed in the train window 








=—=— = 


LREADY the clouds had begun to gather, and 

the mutterings of the coming storm were heard 

on all sides of us. Never can we forget that 
winter of 1899-1900. Repeatedly we were as a mis- 
sion in gravest aay 3 and at such times were 
literally “shut | ay .” The temper of the peo- 
ple was such t any little thing angering them 
would have been as a spark to gunpowder. 

“Who delivered us out of so great a death, and 
will deliver: on whom we have set our hope that he 
will also still deliver” (2 Cor. 1: 10, Rev. Ver.). | 

It was in the month of June, 1895, that an in- 
cident occurred which has ever been linked in my 
mind with the events of 1 I was about to leave 
Toronto with my four children to join my husband 
in China, when a cable was received telling of the 
cruel massacre of Mr. and Mrs. Stewart and others. 
Deep and widespread sympathy was expressed and 
much anxiety felt for missionaries generally in China. 
Many urged me to delay our return; but I felt it best 
to keep to our original plans, and a few days lafer 
found us bidding farewell to a large number of 
friends at the Union Station. 

“Just as the train was leaving a lady stepped forward 
quickly to the window and handed me a slip of paper, 
saying, “You do not know me, but I have prayed the 
Lord to give me a promise for you; it is this, take 
it as from him.” Even as she spoke we were off, and 
I opened the paper and read these words, “No weapon 
that is formed against thee shall prosper” (Isa. 54: 
17). Then and there I raised my heart to God in 
prayer that he would fulfil this promise to me and 
those dear to me; and as I prayed there came the 
clear assurance that the Lord heard and was pleased. 

When the troubles of 1899-1900 began, we, in com- 
pany with all other foreigners in China, realized that 
conditions were becoming serious, yet never did we 
expect or prepare for such a cataclysm as took place 
when the storm clouds suddenly burst. 


A Dying Daughter and an Ominous Warning 

The first indication we had of coming danger was 
when our mail carriers running to and ten Tientsin 
were stopped and our mails returned. Thus cut off from 
the outside world we had to depend solely upon the 
wild rumors afloat among the natives for information. 
The country around us became daily more disturbed ; 


- day by day we could hear the beating of drums and 


the cries of the people for rain. Never can we for- 
get the darkness and horror of those days, in the 
midst of which sickness and death entered our home. 

On the 1oth of June our eldest daughter Florence, 
after a week of intense suffering, was released from 
pain. -It was while her life was still hanging in the 
balance that we received the first communication from 
the American Consul in Chefoo urging us to flee. 
This message was quickly followed by another still 
more urgent. 

The question was, where could we flee? Our usual 
route was by river boat two weeks to Tientsin, but 
this way was blocked, the whole region being infested 
with Boxers, and Tientsin even then in a state of 
siege. The only possible route left open to us was 
southward by cart,—fourteen days to Fancheng,— 
then ten or more days by houseboat to Hankow. We 
faced such a journey at that time of the year with 
fear and trembling because of the children, the danger 
from heat and sun being very great. Gladly would 
we have stayed, but the Christians urged us to go, 
ovine they could escape more easily were we not 
there. 

We had with us our four remaining children: Paul, 
nine; Helen, six; Ruth, three;. and baby Wallace, 
eight months. Their faithful Chinese nurse, though 
weeping bitterly at parting from her old mother of 
eighty, decided to come with ts. There were alto- 
gether in the party five men, six women, and five 
children, besides the servants and carters. 

_ Many were the difficulties in the way of our get- 
ting carts and other necessary things for the journey, 
but one by one these difficulties were overcome, and 
all things needed were provided as we besought the 
Lord to open the way. There were many indications 
on that journey that God’s purpose was to save us; 
one of the most striking of these happened just as we 
were about to leave. 

The day previous to our departure a message passed 
through the city of Chang Te Fu, the messenger rid- 
ing at breakneck speed. This messenger, we learned 
later, was enroute for the provincial capital with the 
sealed message from the Empress Dowager com- 
manding the death of all foreigners. We had planned 
first to take the direct route south, which would, as 
far as we can now see, have led us to our death, for 
this route would have taken us through the capital. 
Almost at the last moment, and quite unaware of the 





God does not promise exemption from death to 
his servants. Quite the contrary, he predicts that 
death for fidelity to him is to be expected. “Then 
shall they deliver you up into tribulation, and 
shall kill you,” our Lord told his disciples, and 
before that he had said: “Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body.” Was Mrs. Goforth right in 
believing that in two instances, as here recorded, 
God sent her unmistakable assurance that she and 
her loved ones were to be saved from death at 
the hands of the Boxers? 








danger on the direct route, we were led to change 
our plans and take a route further. west, though it 
made a considerably longer journey. ; 

At Wei Haei Fu, the first large city to which we 
came, an attempt was made to break into our inn, but 
as we prayed the mob dispersed and we were left in 
peace. On July ist we reached the north bank of the 
Yellow River, and there for a short time (it was Sun- 
day afternoon) we rested under the trees. Little did 
we dream that even then many, very many, of our 
fellow-missionaries and personal friends were being 
done to death by the merciless Boxers. At sunset 
the ferry which carried us across the river reached 
the south bank, and here we found several mission- 
aries and a party of engineers waiting for us. These 
latter.were fully armed and had a fair escort. After 
some difficulty it was decided that we should all keep 


together, but in reality this party kept by themselves, ~ 


except that we stayed in the same towns at night. 
Each day that passed seemed harder than the last, the 
heat was intense, and the ten or twelve hours of 
bumping over rough roads in springless carts made 
Se a bedspread on the ground a welcome resting- 
place. 

Once, when Mr. Goforth had jumped off our cart 
to get fresh water for our head cloths, a crowd gath- 
ered round him and became very threatening, raising 
the cry, “Kill, kill:’ All the other carts were ahead, 
and the carter would not wait for Mr. Goforth, as he 
was afraid. During the few moments that elapsed 
before Mr. Goforth was allowed to join us even the 
carter turned pale with suspense,—and oh, how I 
prayed! 


God Speaking Peace to a Heart Tempest 


Except for a few similar passing dangers, nothing 
special occurred until the evening of July 7th, when 
we reached the small town of Hsintien. We had 
heard during the day that the whole country ahead of 


_us was in a state of ferment against the Roman Cath- 


®lics. Scarcely had we reached the inn when the 
engineers and the missionaries with them, who had 
become increasingly alarmed at the condition of the 
country, informed us that they were going on to the 
large city of Nan Yang_Fu that night, but would 
leave us two soldiers and two of their carts. Mr. 
Goforth did not wish them to go, for he felt it would 
greatly increase our danger. 

Shortly after they left us the mob began to gather 
outside our inn. The gate was barricaded with carts. 
For hours stones were thrown against the gate and 
demand was made for our money. A messenger was 
at once sent after the engineers’ party, asking them to 
return. All that night was spent in sleepless sus- 
pense. 

Early in the morning the messenger returned with 
the reply that they had failed to get help from the 
Nan Yang Fu official and were obliged to push on. 
As soon as the carters heard we were thus left help- 
less a panic seized them, and it was with great diffi- 
culty they could be persuaded to harness their animals. 
All this time the crowd had been becoming more 
dense, as we could see through the cracks of the gate, 
ang were ominously quiet. Hints had been given us 
of coming danger, but that was all; none spoke of 
p nee all felt,—that we were probably going to our 

eath. 

Suddenly, without the slightest warning, I was 
seized with an overwhelming fear of what might be 
awaiting us. It was not the fear of after death, but 
of probable torture, that took such awful hold of me. 
I thought, can this be the Christian courage I have 
looked for? I went by myself and prayed for victory, 
but no help came. Just then some one called us to a 
room for prayer before getting into our carts. 
Scarcely able to walk for trembling, and utterly 
ashamed that others should see my state of panic,— 
for such it undoubtedly was,—I managed to reach a 
bench beside which my husband stood. He drew 
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from his pocket a little book, “Clarke’s Scripture 
Promises,” and read the verses his eye first fell upon. 
They were the following: 

“The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are 
the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the 
enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them.” 

“The God of Jacob is our refuge.” 

“Thou art my help and my deliverer; make no 
tarrying, O my God.’ 

“T will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my right- 
eousness.... The Lord thy God will hold thy right 
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” 

“If God be for us, who can be against us?” 

“We may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I 
will not fear what man shall do unto me.” 

The effect of these words at such a time was re- 
markable. All realized that God was speaking to us. 
Never was there a message more directly given to 
mortal man from his God than that message to us. 
From almost the first verse my whole soul seemed 
flooded with a great peace; all trace of panic van- 
ished; and I felt God's presence was with us. In- 
deed, his presence was so real it could scarcely have 
been more so had we seen a visible form. 

. After prayer we all got on our carts, and one by 
one passed out into the densely crowded street. As 
we approached the city gate we could see that the 
road was black with crowds awaiting us. I had just 
remarked to my husband on how well we were getting 
through the crowds, when our carts passed through 
the gates. My husband turned pale as he pointed to a 
group of several hundred men, fully armed, awaiting 
us. They waited till all the carts had passed through 
the gate, then hurled down upon us a shower of 
stones, at the same time rushing forward and maim- 
ing or killing some of the animals first. Mr. Goforth 
jumped down from our cart and cried to them, “Take 
everything, but don’t kill.” His only answer was a 
blow. The confusion that followed was so great it 
would be impossible to describe the escape of each one 
in detail. Each one later had his or her own testi- 
mony of that mighty and merciful deliverance. But 
I must give the details of Mr. Goforth’s experience. 

One man struck him a blow on the neck with a great 
sword wielded with two hands. Somehow the flat 
edge of the sword struck his neck; the blow left a 
wide mark almost around his neck, but did no further 
harm. Had the sharp edge struck his neck he would 
certainly have been beheaded! 

His thick pith helmet was cut almost to pieces, one 
blow cutting through the leather lining just over the 
temple, but without even scratching the skin. 

Again he was felled to the ground with a fearful 
sword cut which entered the bone of the skull behind 
and almost cleft it in two. Rising from this blow, he 
was again struck down by a club. As he was falling 
almost unconscious to the ground he saw a horse com- 
ing at full speed toward him, and thotght in a dazed 
way that this would but end him all the quicker; but 
when he became conscious again he found the horse 
had tripped and fallen (on level ground) so near that 
its tail almost touched him. While dazed and not 
knowing what to do a man came up as if to strike, but 
whispered, “Leave the carts.” By this time the on- 
lookers began to rush forward to get the loot, but the 
attacking party felt the things were theirs, so desisted 
in their attack upon us in order to secure their buoty. 


A Little Boy’s Frolic with Death 


A word as to myself and the children. Several 
fierce men with swords jumped on my cart, one struck 
at the baby, but I parried the blow with a pillow and 
the little fellow only received a slight scratch on the 
forehead. Then they dropped their swords and began 
tearing at our goods at the back of the cart. Heavy 
boxes were dragged over us and everything was taken. 
Just then a dreadful looking man tried to reach us 
from the back of the cart with his sword; missing by 
an inch, I thought he would come to the front and 
continue his attack, but he did not. I had seen Mr. 
Goforth sink to the ground covered with blood twice, 
and had given him up for dead. Just then Paul, who 
had been in the last cart, jumped in, wild with delight 
at what he seemed to think was great fun, for he had 
run through the thick of the fight dodging sword 
thrusts on all sides, and had succeeded in reaching me 
without a scratch. A moment later my husband came 
to the edge of the cart scarcely able to stand, saying, 
“Get down quickly; we must not delay in getting 
away.” AsI was getting down one man snatched away 
my hat, another my shoes; but we were allowed to go. 

Ruth could nowhere be seen, and we hoped she was 
with the missionaries who had charge of her at the 
time of the attack. I saw that Mr. Goforth’s strength 
was failing fast, for he could scarcely walk, and as 
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men began to follow I urged him forward with the , attack. We felt that God had wonderfully directed 


baby and the other two children, and turning face 

the men, begging them to have mercy on my children, 
for they had begun to stone us. Some of us were 
black for days from the blows received then. They 
stopped and listened, then the leader said, “We've 
killed her husband, let her go.” With this they rar 
back to the carts. 

I knew Mr. Goforth could not go far. We could 
see a small village not far distant, and to this we 
hastened, praying as we went that the Lord would 
open the hearts of the people to receive us. As we 
neared the village men came out to drive us away, 
but I begged them to help us. BY this time Mr. 
Goforth had sunk to the ground. Putting the baby 
in an old woman’s arms, I knelt down beside my 
husband. The children were crying bitterly, and so 
was I, for Mr. Goforth looked as if he was dying. 
The women standing round us were weeping now. 
This was too much for the men, who came forward 
saying, “We will save you.” One ran and got some 
stuff to put in the wounds, assuring us it would stop 
the flow of blood, and it did. This man helped me to 
bandage up the wounds with bandages made from 

arments taken from myself and the children. They 

elped my husband, and we followed them into a 
little hut, where they laid himi on a straw bed and 
locked us in. Hot water for bathing our bruises, 
food and drink, were handed us through a small 
window, and we could hear them planning how they 
could save us. We told them how anxious we were 
to hear of our friends and little Ruth, so they sent 
a man to inquire. 

We found that these people (the whole village) 
were Mohammedans, and had taken no part in the 


our steps to that village. 

All that day Mr. Goforth lay still, but looked at 
times so very white that I feared the worst. Never 
for one moment, I believe, during that day did I 
cease to pray for his life. And when Mr. ——, one 
of our party, arrived about four o’clock looking for 
us, Mr. Goforth at once got up as if perfectly well, 
insisting on walking to the cart. His only answer 
to my protest was, “Only pray; the Lord will give me 
strength as long as he has work for me to do.” 

As we were leaving, the kind friends of the vil- 
lage gathered round insisting on my taking some old 
clothes to put round the children, who were almost 
naked, and saying “It will be chilly at night.” As 
we went forward to join the others, Mr. —— told us 
how one by one all had escaped. Dr. —— was the 
only one beside Mr. Goforth seriously injured, the 
poor fellow having had his kneecap severed and the 
tendons of his right wrist badly cut, besides many 
other wounds. 

All that day our friends had been waiting by the 
roadside, unable to proceed without carts owing to 
the Doctor’s condition. They had joined in one pe- 
tition, that God would move the carters to come. 
Those who knew China and heathen carters will 
readily acknowledge that it was nothing short of a 
po ase Mle = miracle of answered prayer—that made 
these carters come, after all they had already gone 
through. For come they did, five of them, all that 
were needed, now that our luggage was gone. We 
learned, too, that our faithful Chinese nurse, who 
had charge of Ruth, had saved the child at the risk 
of her own life. 

(To be concluded in next week's issue.) 





Footprints of God in Hezekiah’s Time 


Isn't God's Word corroborated by 
the three archeology here finds? 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





The fascination of a footprint! 


One of childhood’s earliest thrills is Friday’s foot- 


print on Crusoe’s island. Footprints deepen the mystery of detective stories. The 
Blue Ridge mountaineers discovered the dead body of the scientist Mitchell at the 
foot of the precipice on the highest peak east of the Rockies, by the faint foot- 


ints on the slopes. 
footprints on the sands of time.” 


Poetry tells us that we may, “ departing, leave behind us 
God in his stately steppings leaves footprints. 


Cowper sings of how “He plants his footsteps on the sea,” and our Archeology 
study this month describes how he has impressed them in the track of history 
and in the course of providence, and for what purpose. 


house once gave me a beautiful object-lesson. 

There was to be seen indelibly fixed and hard- 
ened in the cement the most perfect imprint of a 
baby’s foot. That shapely little mark of heel and 
sidd-lines and pretty toes called up the vision of a 
baby in the home, an innocent wanderer or a mis- 
chievous little vagrant, who put one little foot into 
the soft cement and left its imprint there, a story in 
stone kept for generations to come. 

A footprint may tell us much. In the strata of 
earth’s crust, footprints have recorded the story of 
flocks and herds and droves of countless ages gone. 
They tell us of horrid monsters which lived and 
ravened long before man was created, They afford 
material to the skilled naturalist out of which he 
may reconstruct forgotten ages and picture for us 
a world upon which the eye of man never looked. 
They do, indeed, something infinitely greater and 
grander and better than this, they fill in the details 
of that account of creation that is written in a few 
verses at the beginning of Genesis, and illumine that 
account with pictures of God’s strange handiwork 
from the beginning until now, and set in order for 
us all things from the shaping into being of the 
shapeless, lifeless matter along through every grada- 
tion of things inanimate and things animate, from 
the lowest to the highest, until God’s whole world 
of creation stands out before us in vision like a 
panorama. At last we realize through these foot- 
prints in stone that we have come to look upon the 
footprints of God. Here he has so fully written 
upon earth that which he outlined in a few words in 
his Book. 

Are these marks upon the rocks the only foot- 
prints of God that men may see? If the work of 
creation may be read through his footprints in stone, 
ought we not to find some record of his work of 
Providence in the fogsilized remains of human his- 
tory? If it be true that God moved in a wondrous 
way, at times even by miracle, among his chosen 
people, of old, ought we not to find some of Je- 
hovah’s footprints in the strata of débris of ruined 
civilization? If the geologist finds footprints where 
God passed by, shall not the archeologist do the 
same? I willingly accept the challenge that if God 
was specially in the history of Israel the ruins of 
that history in the land ought to show it. If we find 
the footprints of Rameses, and Necho, and Khattusil, 
and Sargon, and Nebuchadnezzar, we ought to find 
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also the footprints of the King of kings who walked 
among them and overruled their doings. We will 
seek these traces of his providence and compare them 
with his record in the Book, seek his footprints and 
compare their record with that which is left by “the 
finger of God.” 

We read of Hezekiah that he “also stopped the 
upper watercourse of Gihon, and brought it straight 
down to the west side of the city of David” (2 Chron. 
32:30; ef. 2 Kings 20:20). Come with me and I 
will show you where God in his providence has left 
a record of this work. Let us stand near the King’s 
Gardens in the deep part of the valley below the old 
city of David. This slender minaret of the tiny 
mosque by a pool is a landmark for us. We will go 
down this long flight of steps by it and stand by the 
Pool of Siloam. It is rightly called a pool; for it is 
not a fountain. The sparkling, gurgling waters come 
out of a conduit, Let us go around this steep, rough 
ridge that comes down like a hog’s back on our right 
from where the old city of David stood above. After 
walking about a quarter of a mile up on the east 
side of that ridge we come to another flight of steps, 
not so long as these at the Pool of Siloam. They 
lead us down to the Virgin’s fountain. This is cor- 
rectly called a fountain, for here is the one great 
living spring known about the old city, and this 
is the source of the waters of the Pool of Siloam. 

This fountain opened outside the walls of the ancient 
city, as you can plainly see. In time of siege, an 
enemy might close up the fountain, or cut off the 
access to it from the city and so cut off the water 
supply of the city. Hezekiah was a builder and a 
strategist. He built the wall away yonder on the 
top of the western hill now known as Zion, where he 
used the scarped great ledge of rock as a part of 
his wall. From that point .he built right down the 
edge of the cliff toward the depths of the valley 
where we stood a few minutes ago. I have crept 
into the excavator’s tunnel up there on the slope 
and laid my hand on the old Jewish masonry of a 
wall probably built by this far-seeing king. He did 
something greater than even this, a work upon which 
we have been looking at this fountain and yonder 
pool. 

One day in 1880 some little boys were playing 
around the Pool of Siloam and, boylike, crept into 
the conduit. The venturesome spirit took them on 
and on until a greater curiosity arrested them: they 
found “writings.” Writings are always a wonder to 
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the people of the land. Perhaps the archeologists 
taught them this. I once heard my old college class- 
mate, the lamented Professer R. ¥ Harper, say, “I 
would rather have one little inscription than a store 
of fragments of antiquity.” He may have under- 
estimated antiquities, but it is certain that nothing 
arouses interest like an inscription. So some one 
crept into the conduit. An archeologist’s life consists 
largely of going in and out of holes and finding 
things. He found the Siloam inscription, as it has 
ever since been called. It was written in Canaanite 
script, and though now somewhat fragmentary, is 
as follows: “The boring: and this has been the 
method of the boring: while yet . . . the pick-axe, 
each to his fellow, and while there were still three 
cubits to .. . the call of one crying out to his fel- 
low, for there has been an excess in the rock to the 
right . . . on the day of boring they hewed this 
mine each to meet his fellow pick to pick: and the 
waters flowed from the source to the pool for two 
hundred and a thousand cubits: and an hundred 
cubits has been the height of the ‘rock above this 
mine.” 

This is the very conduit Hezekiah made to bring 
the water of the fountain to a point within the city; . 
a rock-cut passage to the spring already existed. His 
engineers, like those who tunneled the Alps and the 
Hudson River, worked from each end, and they came 
together at this point, but evidently with some small 
error. This conduit brought the water from the 
Virgin’s Fountain outside the walls of the city to the 
Pool of Siloam at a point inside the walls, and thus 
made Jerusalem immeasurably stronger against be- 
siegers. a 

With walls and a water supply Jerusalem had a 
“preparedness” that enabled her to play her own part 
nobly in the days to come The opening of this 
aqueduct was the starting-point of a long course of 
strangé history in which we are still able to see the 
footprints of God. : 

In 2 Kings 20: 12-19 has been written by “the finger 
of God,” %. e., in the sacred writing, that “At that 
time Berodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of 
Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah: 
for he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick.” 
Hezekiah showed them “all.” That was a fatal mis- 
take for Hezekiah, but it was also a link in the 
providence of God. Things were stirring deeply 
farther out. Sennacherib had taken the scepter of 
Assyria and was laying about him with it as a blud- 
geon.- He aroused deep resentment in his province 
or subject kingdom of Babylon, and Berodach- 
baladan’s embassy to- Jerusalem was part of a subtly 
developing intrigue to make trouble for Sennacherib 
by involving Hezekiah, the great king now of the 
Mediterranean coastland, in a confederacy against the 
Assyrian king. The plan succeeded. All that follows 
illustrates that success. At the same time God was 
making the wrath of man to praise him, as we shall 
note from the footprints of God still to be seen. 

In 1 the workmen of Layard, excavating on the 
site of old Nineveh at the place now called Kuyunjik, 
uncovered a great palace, which proved to be that of 
Sennacherib, About 1851, at Mughair, the ancient Ur, 
Mr. Taylor discovered an inscribed cylinder which 
contained a record of some of the exploits of this 
same Sennacherib. The walls of the palace and the 
sides of the cylinder together give us a remarkable 
account of the footprints of God in history, stirring 
events that followed Hezekiah’s preparedness and 
Berodach-baladan’s intrigue. The palace walls 
give us vivid pictures of the siege of Lachish, which 
fell just as Sennacherib’s messengers were threaten- 
ing and insulting Hezekiah, and a little before the 
vengeance of God fell upon Sennacherib at the 
Egyptian border. The Taylor cylinder gives Senna- 
cherib’s account of the whole campaign, except, of 
course, the calamity which befell him. National 
monuments celebrate national triumphs, not national 
disasters, Is Waterloo mentioned on the Arc de 
Triomphe at Paris? Bunker Hill celebrates the ulti- 
mate victory that accrued, not the immediate defeat 
that was suffered there. 

Every one should read Sennacherib’s whole account. 
It is only possible to quote a few sentences here: “In 
my third campaign I marched against the land of 
the Hittites. . . . In the course of my campaign I 
besieged Beth-Dagon, Joppa, Benebarga, Azaru, 
cities of Sidqa, which had not quickly submitted at 
my feet... . And of Hezekiah the Judean, who had 
not submitted to my yoke,—forty-six strong cities, 
with walls, the smaller cities which were around 
them, without number, by the battering of rams and 
the assault of engines, the attack of foot-soldiers, 
mines, breaches and axes, I besieged and captured 
them. Two hundred thousand one hundred and fifty, 
young, old, male and female, horses, -mules, asses, 
camels, oxen, and sheep without number I brought 
out from them and counted as booty. [Hezekiah] 
himself I shut up like a caged bird in Jerusalem, his 
royal city. .. . Beside the former taxes, paid yearly, 
I added the tribute and presents of my dominion, and 
laid these upon them. As for Hezekiah, the fear of 
the majesty of my dominion overwhelmed him... . 
With thirty talents of gold [and] eight hundred 
talents of silver, precious stones, stibium, ukuu- 
stones, couches of ivory, seats of ivory, elephant 
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hide, ivory, ushu and ukurinnu wood, diverse ob- 
jects, a heavy treasure, and his daughters, the women 
of his palace musicians, female musicians he dis- 
patched after me to Nineveh, my capital city. He 
sent his ambassador to give tribute and make sum- 
mission.” (Rogers, “Cuneiform Parallels,” pp. q 
344, Methodist Book Concern, New York and Chi- 
cago, $4.50; also Price, “The Monuments and the Old 
Testament, ep 181-183, American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, Philadelphia, $1.50.) 

There are great difficulties in chronology at this 
point, difficulties as yet insuperable; they arise in 
part from serious discrepancies between the chron- 
ol of the Assyrian inscriptions and the chronology 
of the biblical account, and in part, as in many other 
cases, from attempts to construct an epochal chron- 
ology, B. C., and not from the Biblical chronology 
alone considered. 

We will not enter into the wrangle about dates. 
Reading what is left recorded by the “finger of God” 
and comparing it with the footprints of God left 
in the course of his providence, it is found that the 
two accounts supplement each other and the whole 
story is as follows: 

Sennacherib came down the historic en gine A of 
nations and tried to pass over the “bridge of nations” 
between the East and Egypt. Thus he assailed the 
Pheenician and Palestinian cities first. After a great 
victory at Elteka, probably against Shebataka, a local 
king of Egypt under the Ethiopian kings,—some 
think it was So, king of Egypt, whom the Egyptians 
called Sebe,—Sennacherib turned to devastate the 
kingdom of Judah. The record of this we have just 
seen. He probably does not exaggerate when he 
boasts of having shut up Hezekiah “like a caged 
bird.” Hezekiah readily agreed to pay an indemnity 
for peace and so submitted to the Assyrian. He 
emptied the treasury and stripped the very doors of 
the temple to gather an indemnity of thirty talents 
of gold and 300 talents of silver (Sennacherib says 
800). The glitter of gold made Sennacherib more 
avaricious and he made further demand for the sur- 
render of the capital city, Jerusalem. This Hezekiah 
refused. It is at this point that the sacred historian 
speaks of Hezekiah as “rebellious.” It is one of those 
incidental touches that show the historicity of the 
record, 

Now the Assyrian blustered and threatened, and 
made preparations to besiege the city. Lachish fell, 


and Hezekiah must now expect the whole army of: 


the conqueror to come to test his “preparedness.” 
It: might have failed him, but with God, also, there 
was “preparedness.” The overtures of Berodach- 
baladan had not been in vain. The whole west coun- 
try was, at heart, in league against the Assyrian 
tyrant. Tirhaka was both king of Ethiopia, as the 

ible calls him, and over-lord of Egypt, and thus 
king of Egypt, as the Egyptians called him. He was 
heard to be on the way to help the western league 
against Sennacherib. So that haughty king post- 
poned Hezekiah’s punishment and turned to meet 
Tirhaqa: instead ... he met GOD. 

What is an “angel of the Lord”? Whoever or 
whatever God sends to do his errand: it is God’s 
“angel,” i. ¢., “messenger,” if God sends it. Isaiah 
wrote, “Then the angel of the Lord went forth, and 
smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and 
fourscore and five thousand.” Herodotus tells us that 
the Egyptians told him that “A number of field mice 

. . devoured their quivers and their bows, and, 
moreover, the handles of their shields. . . .When they 
fled bereft of their arms, many of them fell.” Euse- 
bius quotes Berosus the Persian historian as saying, 
“God had sent a pestilential distemper upon his army. 
. .. A hundred fourscore and five thousand, with 
their captains and generals were destroyed.” 

When properly understood, these accounts are prob- 
ably all substantially the same. All agree on the de- 
struction of the Assyrian army and the return of 
Sennacherib. Both Isaiah and Berosus mention the 
number of Assyrians that perished, and agree on the 
exact number, 185,000. Isaiah says an angel, 4. ¢., 
messenger of the Lord, did this. What did the mes- 
senger of the Lord look like? How did these 
Assyrian warriors seem to die? What particular 
messenger of the Lord wrought the destruction? 
Berosus says a pestilence. The Egyptians said that 
mice gnawed the bow-strings, and they proceeded to 
wrap the whole story in mythical garments. Now 
the great plague works just such destruction, sweeps 
a whole population in a night and ceases. Pelusium, 
where the Egyptians say the disaster occurred, has 
the disrepute of being a center of the plague, and 
rodents, rats, and mice, are now known to be the 
carriers of the plague. Egyptian popular tradition 
attributed all to an invasion of desert mice, the more 
philosophical Berosus to the destruction by a pesti- 
lence, and the godly Isaiah looked to the ultimate 
source, in divine providence, and revealed to us an 
“angel of the Lord” as the immediate agent. This is 
one of the very few of the miraculous doings of the 
Lord of which archeology finds immediate evidence. 
at one other place we may expect footprints of 
God in this wonderful history of Hezekiah. When 
we went up the valley of the Kidron to the Virgin’s 
Fountain, we might have noted how narrow, gorge- 
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like, the valley is above that point. In fact the hill 
there, below the corner of the city above, has been 
shoved over into the valley about 36 feet. How? 
By flinging down there the rubbish of the city, ruined 
twenty times. In Hezekiah’s great reform he de- 
stroyed the altars and the images of heathen wor- 
ship. This Kidron valley has ever been the rubbish- 
heap of Jerusalem, so perhaps the fragments of im- 
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ages were flung down there. Some day, when this 
great war is over, and the world returns sanely to 
the avocations of peace, that rubbish heap may be 
carefully removed layer by layer and, in the layer of 
Hezekiah’s day, we may find those idols and look 
once again on the footprints of God in the time of 
Hezekiah. 
PHILADELPHIA. 





Successful Midsummer Methods 


New ways to serve in teaching transient children, in rounding up stray 
sheep, and in putting “‘pep"’ into stay-at-home Sunday-school pupils 





Teaching Little Transients in Summer 
By Lee McCrae 


EACHING little transients—more and more, as 
families are given to taking long vacations, have 
we the problem of teaching these. Should-we do 
it in our classes along with regular Sunday-school 
pupils, or by themselves? In our summer resorts on 
the beaches and in the mountains, in our Chautauqua 
assemblies, and popular picnicing places this prob- 
lem is being forced upon us. It is becoming a com- 
mon summer condition with many, 

The teacher who stands before these small trav- 
elers on Sunday mornings has peculiar disadvantages 
and peculiar opportunities which I need not dwell 
upon here. To be practically suggestive, let me men- 
tion first the things she may not do that are a vital 
part of a regular primary program, then the things 
which may be substituted for them: 

Music, our greatest reliance in the lower grades, 
all but fails us. For little children’s repertoires are 
limited ; coming from,various schools they will know 
few songs in common; and being strangers to you 
and to each other, they are usually too timid to sing 
at all. Teaching them new music is scarcely practi- 
cable. We may talk about our songs, find some in 
common, and then make the most of these. 

Concert Scripture recitation also fails us to a 
great extent for similar reasons. We may, however, 
teach a few short verses, because children memorize 
easily. This work is never wasted. Finding out 
what verses they already know is more instructive 
to the teacher than to the class as a whole, for it 
gives her proof of what other teachers are doing. 
One good scheme to get them to take part is to ask 
them to finish texts as you begin them. This holds 
attention, and they are proud to show the strange 
lady and boys and girls what they know. Perhaps in- 
stead, she may open her Bible and read a few—very 
few—verses that can be explained and understood 
by them, such as the 1ooth Psalm. This makes the 
service seem to be a “children’s church.” 

The customary birthday service is of little value. 
We have no records to go by, and the pupils are not 
really interested in each other. 

Instead of the usual “welcome” exercise, we might 
appropriately substitute a bit of “get acquainted 
twne,” especially if the class be small in numbers. 
The teacher should begin it by introducing herself, 
and this should be done whether the rest follow or 
not, so that each child may feel next week that he or 
she has one friend whom the child can name in this 
community of strangers. “I am Miss Eleanor Brant- 
ley, but you may call me Miss Nell,” she may say. (An 
easily spoken, easily remembered name is a prime 
necessity for an Elementary teacher.) Then all who 
will without urging may rise one by one and give 
their names, the teacher writing them upon the board 
for her own future reference. This bit of ceremony 
always pleases little folks. 

A few questions come in here most naturally. 
They are just the things she has often longed to say, 
or rather to have said, to her class at home. 

“You go to Sunday-school every Sunday in your 
home town?” “Do you try hard to get there on 
time?” “What do you go for?” “Do you remember 
through the week?” “Are you the better for going?” 
(If some smart child_says “No,” ask him whose fault 
that is.) Then tell them in a few words what all 
Sunday-schools are for; that their teacher is work- 
ing to help them because she loves them and her God; 
that she is not paid like the day-school teacher. 

This last will be a new idea to many Primary 
pupils, whose minds do not originate distinctions but 
whose sense of justice is keen. They will see the 
point without our elaborating it and henceforth 
value their hom teacher as never before. 

When it comes to the offering it may be well to 
speak of the oneness of God’s work and of how the 
bits of money (of course we do not say “pennies” any 
more!) given by boys and girls all over the country 
gathered up make great sums to do a great work. 

I can give no special suggestion for teaching the 
lesson to such a class as this, for so much depends 
upon what the text of it is for that day; but studying 
it with the universal needs of child-life in mind, we 





cannot fail to find some personally needed truth. A 


. forceful lesson with a strong illustration is apt to 


stay with them largely because of the unusual sur- 
roundings and because you are a “strange teacher.” 

Difficulty? Yes, and a more or less thankless sort 
of a job since we can see no results and cannot hope 
to build up a class. Yet it has its own rewards. 

To teach little transients in connection with a reg- 
ular class I consider a harder task. And were I 
living in a seashore town or a resort place where 
there was a small school of all-the-year-round pupils 
and a large influx of summer — I would cer- 
tainly prepare not only myself but my class for the 
coming of the transients. Before the opening of “the 
season” I would have a little heart-to-heart talk with 
my own about the new boys and girls, how we ought 
to meet them, and what we ought to do for them. 
Children of Primary age respond with a thrill of 
delight to the idea that they are hosts and hostesses 
with a responsible part to play. Tell them plainly 
that some of the little strangers will doubtless come 
froin schools .poorer than ours, while others will 
come from large, good schools, but that we want 
them to enjoy being with us and get helped as they 
would at home; that it is our chance to make them 
happy and better. Introduce the talk by having them 
memorize the text, “Forget not to show love unto 
strangers.” , 

By this sort of previous teaching she does sev- 
eral things: She makes them her partners, assistants 
rather than hinderers ; they will have a personal pride 
in their school; do their own little best; and take an 
interest in the new comers; besides in all the years 
to come they will be imbued with the’ far-reaching 
idea of remembering the “stranger within our gates.” 
They will be on hand to help her during the week, 
they may be made into a reception committee, -and 
help her decorate for the special Sundays. Undoubt- 
edly they will be more likely in their treatment of 
the visitors in their week-time plays. 

The Sunday morning program in this mixed class 
may have a combination of the regular features with 
the suggestions already given for teaching transients 
alone. Each leader will have to formulate her own 
according to her peculiar conditions. Jf she really 
studies the situation I am sure the way will open up 
for her through the difficulties, so that she will come 
to see it as a fine new opportunty. To make a lasting 
impression upon little transients is a most wonderful 
widening of personal influence. And isn’t that what 
we are in the work for? 

CLAREMONT, CAL, 
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Advertising for Strayed Church Members 
By Earle William Gage 


HE call “back to the soil” is being sounded of 

late, but the great problem is how to hold young 
men and women on the farm. The stream of hu- 
manity is still flowing cityward. What are the 
church and Sunday-school doing toward reaching 
these strangers? Modern city life is enticing young 
men and young women into its fine meshes. 

I have never been more impressed by the work of 
any organization than by the worthy task being ac- 
complished by the Strangers’ Bureau of the City of 
Chicago Brotherhood, which is a part of the Council 
of the Brotherhood of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. When I visited the Bureau in 
1914, the Rev. J. T. Henderson, D.D., and the Rev. 
Francis M. Fox, D.D., were associate secretaries and 
the active agents of the work. Under the direction 
of the General Assembly’s Committee on Men’s Work 
they searched out the strangers within the gates of 
Chicago—where vice makes itself attractive to youth. 

While this work was confined to the youth of its 
own church, the same type of Christian work might 
be accomplished with a number of Bible classes co- 
operating to reach all young people entering a certain 
community. 

Display advertisements are inserted in religious 
papers, to be read by parents, pastors, Sunday-school 
teachers, and superintendents, who will communicate 
to the secretary the name and address of the young 
who go to Chicago. This is a copy of the adver- 

(Continued on page 372) 
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The African Carrying Corps’ Load Lifter 


opportunities in war’s disruptions, 


as noted by the Watch Tower 





world war, is finding a new opportunity in that 

very disruption. Surprised and startled by a 
new order of the British authorities in British East 
Africa that missionaries of every mission who are 
British subjects must hold themselves liable to con- 
scription, and that all of the natives are likewise 
subject to the draft, it was decided by the missionary 
leaders that this was the chance for the Gospel in 
uniform to keep step with the tramping troops. 

Under the urging of the home government and of 
Belgian allies in the Congo, the British East Africa 
authorities have felt impelled to take this drastic 
step. The order was issued on the eighth of April 
last, and the missionaries, foreign and native, were 
given until April 14 to volunteer. After that date 
the draft went into effect. , 

The three missions owe affected by this order 
are the Church Missionary Society, the Scottish Mis- 
sion, and the Africa Inland Mission, these being the 
largest missions in the territory involved, although 
the order affects all missions. nh , 

Realizing the depletion of the mission stations 
which would ensue, as also the need, temporal and 
spiritual, of the native Christian troops, Rev. Dr. 
John Arthur, »f the Scottish Mission, called < coun- 
cil of missionary leaders and laid before them the 
necessity of organizing missionary effort in the army 
itself. They felt that it would not do to leave the 
splendid native boys alone to ei.counter the miasma 
of German East African swamps and to battle un- 
aided against the temptations of army life. Dr. 
Scott himself, therefore, offered to organize a sec- 
tion of the proposed great Carrying Corps and to 
go along in charge. Being a man of splendid execu- 
tive ability, the English eagerly accepted his offer. 
The latest mail stated that Rev. Lee H. Downing, 
acting Field Director of the Africa Inland Mission 
during Rev. Charles E. Hurlburt’s absence on fur- 
lough in America and England, was seriously consid- 
ering going too. A corps of one thousand native 
boys is to be immediately raised by Dr. Arthur. 

Three missionaries of the Africa Inland Mission 
have already been drafted, and others from the other 
missions. The conscription of Dr. Kenneth Allen, in 
charge of the A. I. M. headquarters hospital at 
Kijabe, presents a serious problem, as it leaves the 
East African field without a physician, the other 
physician being home on furlough. 

The missions affected are earnestly asking prayer 
of God’s people at home that He will provide both 
for the dismembered mission stations and for the 
missionary field work now being undertaken. 


ve 


Where the War Storm Passed Over 


Ss baby cuddled down into the heart 
of the crew of a good ship sailing from Duala, 
Africa, to New York. His father and mother were 
two missionaries of the Presbyterian Church, re- 
turning home on furlough from Africa, After leav- 
ing Bordeaux, the ship sailed three times through 
the war zone before it reached New York. The 
lace the father and mother and baby were to have 
in the life boat was assigned, life belts were exam- 
ined, and even the food for the baby was prepared, 
in case a submarine should be encountered, and the 
worst should happen. But every time they went 
through the war zone a heavy storm protected the 
ship and its precious cargo. a 

The war up to the end of the fiscal year, March 31, 
had not touched any of the twenty-seven mission 
fields of the Presbyterian Church with ‘the exception 
of Africa, Syria, and Persia. All the missionaries in 
these countries remained at their post, except those 
who were obliged to return for health reasons. God 
has called home from China nine of the faithful mis- 
sionaries there, from India two, from Chosen two, 
from Persia one, and from Syria, one. There remain 
on the field 1,353 missionaries, carrying on the work 
from 170 principal stations, and aided by 6,242 native 
helpers of all grades, from teachers to ordained 
preachers. 

The communicant membership of the Presbyterian 
Church on the mission field numbers 161,470. Sun- 
day-school membership is 238,004. In the 2,063 
schools of all grades, from the kindergarten to the 
college, 74,420 pupils receive instruction. The 118 
physicians (men and women) last year treated 
753,971 patients in the 176 hospitals and dispensaries, 
and the output of the ten mission presses was 
32,704,182 pages. 

The receipts of the Board for the year amounted 
to $2,525,360.03. This was more than the original 


M reenter, i effort in Africa, disrupted by the 


appropriations at the beginning of the fiscal r, 
April 1, 1916, called for, but the exigencies of the 
war and the consequent high price of silver through- 
out the world entailed large additional and unfore- 
seen expenditures, so that a call was issued for 
$245,000 for a War Emergency Fund, and a similar 
fund will be necessary this coming year above the 
regular appropriations, 
v 


A Shepherd of the Snow Pastures 


66¢\F THE hundred patients I have seen since 

leaving for this trip, sixteen are suffering from 
chronic want of food. One father with beri-beri 
of four years’ duration had called me in to see 
his little daughter, a beautiful child of eight years. 
The mother and whole family of six were badly in 
need of proper nourishment.” 

This is a paragraph from the “Log” of Dr. Wilfred 
T. Grenfell, published in the April number of “Among 
the Deep Sea Fishers.” There is no more fascinating 
missionary literature in the current missionary maga- 
zines than Dr. Grenfell’s Log. One cannot read the 
pathetic word pictures of Arctic need and suffering, 
or look at the attractive pictures of the dogs strain- 
ing up the precipitous slopes of mountain sides, haul- 
ing “the usual komatik box of drugs,” or of the 
missionary yacht cruising, without the prayer: “God 
bless the good shepherd of the scattered sheep in 
the snow pastures of Labrador.” 

The only way the invalid father of the half-starved 
family referred to had to earn his living was by 
sawing lumber by hand. Dr. Grenfell mentions 
other similar cases, then he puts on the last touch to 
this pathetic picture: “With war prices, the pur- 
chasing power of the people has been seriously crip- 
pled, both for gears and for food supplies, so that 
we have sent away a hundred men to remunerative 
work in Canada where regular and higher wages are 
obtainable.” 

Here is a sketch of a sick chamber, among a dozen 
or more others in the Log: 


“The home of our patient was a small cabin 
built that fall of green timber. It had two rooms, 








By Howard A. Banks 











On the Missionary Firing. bine 


Putting to Death a Syrian Scholar.—Without giving par- 
ticulars, Turkish newspapers announce the death by hang- 
ing of Hon. Sulunian el Bustany, Syrian linguist and 
scholar, formerly First Minister of Commerce and later 
Minister of Education of Turkey. 


Printing it Free, Despite War Costs.—The British and 
Foreign Bible Society is supplying 2,000 New Testaments 
and 1,000 Old Testaments in Zanzibar Swahili to the Univer- 
sities Mission, and 2,000 New Testaments’ in Mombasa 
Swahili to the Church Missionary Society. Printing costs 
have doubled since the war, but these books are provided 
“on terms which involve no charge” on the missions. 


No Roots for the Starving to Gnaw.—Armenia’s needs are 
not growing less, in spite of the $115)000 raised by Billy 
Sunday and Robert E. Speer. There are no more roots nor 
bark of trees to fall back on. Thousands of women and 
children are daily starving along the roadsides. The Sun- 
day School Times will receive gifts, or they may be sent 
direct to the American Committee on Armenian and Syrian 
Relief, No. 1 Madison Avenue, New York City. 


How the Greater Japan Broke Through.—The movement 
of Japanese thought since the Restoration may be pre- 
sented in three divisions—the Aufklarung. (Enlightenment) 
Period from 1868 to 1890, the Reflective Period from 1890 to 
1900, and the Romantic Period from then until the present 
day. This is the framework of an arresting paper by Pro- 
fessor Masumi Hino, of Kyoto, in the July number of the 
International Review of Missions. 


The Only Super-national Force Left.—‘‘Foreign missions, 
almost the only great super-national force left to-day, must 
not have its resources and plans curtailed, but rather en- 
larged,” said Dr. Robert E. Speer in his address at the 
Special Meeting of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America held in Washington in May. The Coun. 
cil was considering the duties and opportunities of the 
churches growing out of the war. It was not in an easy 
or comfortable age that Christ announced the Great Com- 
mission, Dr. Speer said. 


Liberty Loans, Men’s and God’s.—The United States 
vastly over-subscribed the Liberty Loan of $2,000,000,000. 
The English people, already sadly burdened with war debts, 
have recently raised another war loan of $5,000,000,000, one 
and one-half billions more than the government had any 
expectation of securing. In answer to an appeal from the 
government the people figured on what they. could save by 
further economies in clothes, travel, amusements, and food, 
and then borrowed from the banks that amount, the banks 
accepting the war loan as security. If the Church would 
show the same spirit of self-sacrifice, the world would cer- 
tainly be evangelized in this generation. — 





a kitchen, and bedroom. Entering the kitchen, I 
noticed behind the stove on a little hand-made 
bench, a young pe wrapped in a piece of old cot- 
ton sheet, and as I threw off a heavy sweater I 
was wearing the old midwife in attendance said, 
‘While you are here, doctor, do you mind if I 
wrap the sweater about the baby? It is wonder- 
ful chilly for it and we have no clothes.’ In the 
next room, in a little built-in bunk of boards lay 
the young mother,—her pale, anxious face, rapid 
pulse and respiration, and ‘high fever told the 
story.” 


It will not do to skip the closing paragraph in the 
Log of this physician-navigator over. seas of snow, 
who, had he chosen a home career in England, might 
perhaps have become physician to the King: 


“The sun was setting amid the most gorgeous 
coloring, known only to those who have been in 
this country. We had traveled many miles that day 
through snow, slush, and mud, and over rough ice; 
had treated several patients; were carrying one to 
the hospital for further treatment; our material 
gain was 20 cents given by one grateful patient; 
yet as we tramped along with the beautiful sunset 
ahead, we were thankful that it was our privilege 
to practise medicine on this coast, for although the 
material reward was practically nothing, yet the 
feeling of. needy service rendered these deserving 
people was recompense enough.” 


Helping French Refugee Women 


ARTLY in order that France shall be “bled 

white” as the French phrase it themselves, by the 
war, the Germans are sending through the lines from 
the occupied sections of France a stream of refugees 
at the rate of several thousand a ‘week. They are 
for the most part women or old men, whom the 
Germans cannot feed. Retaining, therefore, all boys 
over fourteen, they are shipping off the unavailables 
in order to let France settle the problem of feeding 
them rather than Germany. 

This is the report brought by Dr. Ernest W. 
Bysshe, of the American Methodist: Mission, which 
has been doing relief work in Southern France, 
maintaining several foyers, or club rooms for sol- 
diers, and five work-rooms for women. Dr. Bysshe 
alleges that the refugees are forced to exchange their 
good French money for depreciated German paper, 
and have lost altogether in this way possibly a 
million francs. 

For the women, returning practically penniless, the 
Methodist mission, as well as others, obtains mending 
and other sewing, hires the refugees to do it, and de- 
livers the completed work to the hospitals. The en- 
trance of so many refugees from the north of course 
increases the demand for food, and, as France’s out- 
put this year is wholly inadequate, the nation is facing 
an entire reorganization of its agricultural system. 


Potatoes for Peaches and Chestnuts 


N CARRYING out a mission to which he was 

assigned several years ago by the Department of 
Agriculture of the United States, Mr. Frank N. 
Meyer, botanist for the United States Department of 
Agriculture, reopened forgotten pages written cen- 
turies ago by Marco Polo, says the World Outlook in 
one of its always readable articles. 


Quite contrary to general belief, many of the 
most valuable fruits, nuts, and grasses used in 
Europe and America owe their origin to these 
lands of ancient settlement. The English walnut 
first blossomed in the interior of China, and the 
chestnut, so plentifully produced in the Atlantic 
states, made its first. appearance from the lower 
plains of Tibet. Peaches and persimmons were 
first known and appreciated in Mongolia, China,, 
and Tibet, but through their common use for hun- 


dreds of years their origin has been lost and their , 


discovery credited to lands better known. 


The Western world has almost repaid this debt 
by giving Tibet and her neighboring lands the Irish 
potato, introduced by Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance missionaries. 

The main object of Meyer’s explorations was 
to obtain useful economic plants from China to in- 
troduce into the United States. The people believe 
the world is flat. The explorer had many narrow 
escapes from robbers and wild tribesmen. 














LESSON FOR JULY 15 (2 Chronicles 30) 
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LESSON 3. JULY 15. HEZEKIAH, THE FAITHFUL KING 


2 Chronicles 30. Commit verses II, 12 


Golden Text.—He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek after him.—Heb. 11 ; 6. 





_ The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


NE day in the year 1880 some little boys were 

laying around the Pool of Siloam, just outside 

Saaton and found a sort of conduit; in the 
spirit of adventure they crept in, and went on and 
on until they made a great archeological discovery. 
They found an inscription which described a re- 
markable piece of engineering work: the boring and 
tunneling of a hole through the rock, to secure a 
es water supply for Jerusalem, which Hezekiah 
ad put through (2 Chron. 32: 30; compare 2 Kings 
20:20). The story of what these boys found—the 
wonderful Siloam inscription—is told in full by 
Professor Kyle in his article on page 364 in this 
issue, “Footprints of God in Hezekiah’s Time.” Give 
the class owen this a glimpse of the wonders and 
fascination of biblical archeology. 


Our Background Material 


What was the origin of this passover feast that 
Hezekiah and his people were now keeping? Get the 
class to bring out the story, as given in Exodus 12. 

The Companion Bible notes that ten passovers 
are recorded in the Bible: Exodus 12:28; Numbers 
9:5; Joshua 5:10; 2 Chronicles 30: 13-15; 2 Kings 
23:22 (2 Chron. 35:1); Ezra 6:19; Matthew 26:17; 
Luke 2:41; John 2:13; John 6: 4. 

What command was given to God’s Chosen People, 
the Jews, as to remembering and observing what 
happened at the time of the first passover? The 
answer is given in Exodus 13: 3-10. Through all the 
Old Testament history of Israel and Judah, and in- 
deed ever since then with the strict Jews, the pass- 
over has stood for the greatest fact in their history, 
when “with a strong hand hath Jehovah brought 
thee out of Egypt” (Exod. 13:9). Will this always 
be the greatest fact in the history of the Jews? See 
what the class think. Then have some one read aloud 
Jeremiah 23:5-8. A greater deliverance than that 
which God wrought for the Jews out of Egypt is 
yet coming for them, when Christ their Messiah 
comes back to this earth, to be recognized and re- 
ceived by the Jews as their age-long bondage in 
many lands is ended. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as. otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It was house-cleaning time, in Judah. How ter- 
ribly she needed it we saw last week, as we read how 
the people and the city of God were befouled with 
every sort of unspeakable uncleanness. It was a 
twenty-year-old boy who led God’s people on into 
that moral and spiritual filth. It was a twentyfive- 
year-old boy who led in their cleansing. ‘Youth is 
no barrier either to sin or to righteousness. 

Use chapters 29 to 31 inclusive to get thoroughly 
acquainted with Hezekiah and his blessed work. 
Other needed Scripture is mentioned by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas in his paragraph, “Parallel Passages.” 
Especially note the relationship of our prophet 
Isaiah, with whom our lesson started two weeks ago. 

How early in his reign did Hezekiah begin to undo 
the evil of Ahaz? And what did he first do? (2 
Chron. 29: 3.) 

Have some one read aloud in class the wonderful 
proclamation of confession and repentance, dedica- 
tion and sanctification, from this young king, in 


: 5-7. 

Show the class how tremendously thorough this 
actual cleansing of the temple was (29: 15-19). And 
do not overlook the fact that the physical cleansing 
and sanctifying of the temple and its vessels was 
followed by the spiritual cleansing of the lives of the 
people of Judah, through the offering of blood sac- 
rifices (29: 20-24). 

Not until then were they ready to go ahead and 
observe the great prescribed feast of the Jews, “the 
passover unto Jehovah” (30:1). The passover ob- 
servance may, indeed, have been several years later, 
as Dr. Griffith Thomas shows in his paragraph on 
“Time” (and I, 3). Israel (the northern kingdom) 
may have gone into captivity by this time; it was 
five years after Hezekiah began reigning that Israel’s 


‘ captivity occurred (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 1). 


Were they authorized to keep the passover in the 
second month, rather than in the first? (30:2, 3.) 
Yes; Exodus 12:3 and Numbers 9: 10, 11 cover this. 

Concessions among the Jews and Mohammedans 
to-day in the matter of keeping a feast or fast at 
another than the regular time are described by Dr. 
Mackie (1, 2). 


¢ 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Chronicles 30 : 1-13] 


1 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote 
letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should 
come to the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem, to keep the 
passover unto Jehovah, the God of Israel. 2 For the king 
had taken counsel, and his princes, and all the assembly 
in Jerusalem, to keep the passover in the second month. 
3 For they could not keep it at that time, because the 
priests had not sanctified themselves in sufficient number, 
neither had the people gathered themselves together to 
Jerusalem. 4 And the thing was right in the eyes of the 
king and of all the assembly. 5 So they established a de- 
cree to make proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beer- 
sheba even to Dan, that they should come to keep the pass- 
over unto Jehovah, the God of Israel, at Jerusalem: for 


they had not kept it !in great numbers in such sort as. 


it is written. 6 So the posts went with the letters from 
the king and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah, 
and according to the commandment of the king, saying, Ye 
children of Israel, turn again unto Jehovah, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that he may return to the 
remnant that are escaped of you out of the hand of the 
kings of Assyria. 7 And be not ye like your fathers, and 
like your brethren, who trespassed against Jehovah, the 
God of their fathers, so that he gave them up *to desola- 
tion, as ye see. 8 Now be ye not stiffnecked, as your 
fathers were; but *yield yourselves unto Jehovah, and 
enter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for ever, 
and serve Jehovah your God, that his fierce anger may turn 
away from you. 9 For if ye turn again unto Jehovah, your 
brethren and your children shall find compassion before 
them that led them captive, and shall come again into this 
land: for Jehovah your God is gracious and merciful, and 
will not turn away his face from you, if ye return unto him. 

10 So the posts passed from city to city through the 
country of Ephraim and Manasseh, even unto Zebulun: but 
they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them. 11 Never- 
theless certain men of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun 
humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem. 12 Also upon 
Judah came the hand of God to give them one heart, to 
do the commandment of the king and of the princes by 
the word of Jehovah. 

13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep 
the feast of unleavened bread in the second month, a very 
great assembly. 


1 Or, of a long time 2 Or, to be an astonishment * Heb. 
give the hand. 
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Now Hezekiah did a brave thing: he invited not 
only his own people of Judah, but the people of all 
Israel, who had been enemies of Judah, to share with 
them ‘n the blessings of the passover. Was this 
wise or unwise? Would it have been more “diplo- 
matic” for Judah to keep this to themselves? 

What was the result of the invitation? It was 
laughed at and scorned (v. 10), probably by most of 
Israel. Why? Get the views of the class. Here are 
some reasons: most men minimize sin; most men 
deny or ignore the supernatural; most men deny or 
ignore the inspiration and authoritativeness of the 
Word of God; most men try to evade the truth that 
God is compelled to punish sin, 

But, praise God, a few “certain men” of Israel 
eagerly accepted the blessings of the passover and 
of fellowship with God (v. 11), while apparently 
Judah as 2 whole did the same (v. 12). 

And God so wonderfully blessed those who 
yielded to him and sought him out in his own way 
that they just had to say, “Let’s have another full 
week of it!” (v. 23.) They really enjoyed their re- 
ligion! Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4) discusses this 
continued observance of the feast. People always 
enjoy their religion when they go the whole way 
with God. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


It is God’s eager, yearning desire for mankind that 
their lives should be filled with joy. When men had 
lost all possibility of joy through their own sin, God 
himself paid the full penalty of their sin by his own 
substitutionary death on the cross, where he took 
the awful death blow of sin into his own person that 
men believing on him might forever escape. That 
was the meaning of the passover, when the lamb 
typifying Jesus was slain that God’s people might 
escape the death-stroke of God against sin and be 
delivered forever from the bondage as well as from 
the death of sin. 

But to have this wonderful deliverance and free- 
dom and joy, man must turn away from himself and 
accept Christ as his Saviour. To keep the passover, 
as to accept God’s “unspeakable gift” of his Son, 
means that men must “humble themselves” as did 
certain men of Israel (v. 11). Then, and then only, 
can they enter into the very Paradise of God. That 
is the lesson -so graphically depicted in the Lesson 
Cartoon this week on page 370. The passover and 





the cross of Christ are one: “For our passover also 
hath been sacrificed, even Christ” (1 Cor. 5:7, 8), 
“unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles fool- 
ishness; but unto them that are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God” (1 Cor. 1:23, 24). The passover and the 
cross forever do away with man’s pride; but instead 
they give him the joy of the Lord (John 15:11; 
Rom. 15:13). 

We too often overlook the tender, yearning gra- 
ciousness of God who loves to do all this for us. 
It is. beautifully brought out by Mr. Ridgway (3) ; 
the Illustration Round Table (1) also shows this. 
God’s graciousness is not a thing to be afraid of, 
but to be entered into (Mr. Rogers, 3). 


Teaching Points 


Hezekiah and the princes and priests were careful 
to be exact in their obedience, not doing God’s will 
carelessly, but waiting until the letter as well as the 
spirit of the law could be carried out (vs. 2, 3). Are 
we careful to go to the Word of God and make sure 
that we intelligently understand God’s will so that 


we may do it “in such sort as it is written”? 


Get the class to bring out the characteristics of 
Hezekiah’s life and the secrets of his success; then 
ive them the five points made by Dr. Griffith 
homas in “The Heart of the Lesson.” 


Hezekiah’s mother was one of the secrets of his 
success (Mr. Ridgway, 1). 

When God sent a blessing to Israel, some sent 
back the answer “Undeliverable,” like the letter. re- 
turned to Mr. Carey Bonner (Round Table, 2). 


The passover was the “feast of unleavened bread” 
(v. 13). In the Bible leaven always stands for evil 
or sin. So the passover symbolized the putting away 
of sin, and the cleansing of the people (1 John 1:9). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Does sin keep a boy away from church, or does 
the neglect of church lead a boy into sin? After 
discussing this, give the points made in Pucker’s 
Class (Mr. Rogers, 1-2). 

Do good fathers necessitate good sons, and bad 
fathers bad sons? Let the class discuss this; then 

ive the statement of the “quaint writer” quoted by 

r. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 


_Why are revivals a good thing? After discussion, 
give the points made by Mr. Ridgway (2). 

Was it too late for Judah and Israel nationally to 
be saved from the results of their sinning? 

Is “the joy of the Lord” a natural or a supernatural 
thing? Give your reasons. 


Did the rejection, by the majority of Israel, of 
Hezekiah’s invitation mean that he made a mistake 
to extend it? 


Why does God want men to humble themselves be- 
fore him? 


Why does the religion of some people make them 
gloomy instead of joyous? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Sennacherib’s Invasion of Judah (2 Kings 18: 13 to 19: 37). 


When a believer goes back on God, does God go 
back on that man? Hezekiah, who had wholly 
yielded to God and been so greatly blessed by God, 
“wobbled” badly in his faith when the greatest mili- 
tary conqueror of his day came up against Judah. But 
that conqueror went too far, and fairly drove Heze- 
kiah to turn to God again. Isaiah, the man of God, 
stands with Hezekiah; and one of the most marvel- 
ous incidents in all history comes to pass. Save the 
second part of Dr. Kyle’s article in this issue to use 
in connection with the lesson of July 22; and look 
out for the vivid story by Frederick Hall, “A For- 
warded Letter,” to appear in next week’s issue. 


Why did Hezekiah make such concessions to Sen- 
nacherib (2 Kings 18: 14-16). 
Was it right for Hezekiah to secure the alliance 


of the strongest military powers possible against 
Assyria? 

What blasphemous defiance of Jehovah did Assyria 
make? 


What good reason did Hezekiah offer to God, why 
God should deliver Judah? 


How was Assyria defeated? 
‘ bd does not God defeat armies in that way to- 
ay 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—Hezekiah succeeded his father Ahaz 
in the third year of Hoshea, king of Israel (2 Kings 
18:1) and five years before Israel went into cap- 
tivity. Hezekiah was one of the best of the kings 
of Judah, and the record of his reign is given with 
great detail, thus showing its importance. (1) 

Time.—The exact date is uncertain, for while the 
reformation began in the first year of his reign, 
726 B. C. (29: >, the invitation to the Passover sent 
to all Israel (30:1) seems most naturally to come 
after the fall of Samaria, 721 B. C 


Parallel Passages.—The history of Hezekiah is 
iven in 2 Chronicles 29 to 32; 2 Kings 18 to 20; 
saiah 36 to 39; and these records are so diverse in 
substance that care is needed to appreciate their 
purpose. Kings eves prominence to military and 
— events ; ronicles to religious measures; 
saiah deals chiefly with three separate events of 
Hezekiah’s life. 2 Chronicles 29 to 32 is the best 
basis for a study of Hezekiah’s career, and corre- 
sponding with 2 Chronicles 29 to 31 there are only 
eight verses in Kings (2 Kings 18: 1-8). 
Books on the Lesson.—For all geographical matters 
connected with Palestine, see Smith, “Students’ Illus- 


_ trated Historical Geography of the Holy Land” (The 


Sunday School Times Company, 75 cents). The 
“Pulpit Commentary on Chronicles” contains useful 
suggestions (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, $2). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


Although the actual lesson is limited to chapter 30, 
it is important, and indeed essential, to include the 
whole of the story if it is to be properly understood. 
This we shall now do, taking chapters 29-31 briefly, 
in order to see the connection. 


Reformation Commenced (29:1-11). The char- 
acter of Hezekiah is clearly indicated (vs. 1, 2), and 
the reference to his mother suggests her definite in- 
fluence. Isaiah was at hand as the prophet, and 
David his ancestor was his model, Alt this shows 
that evil surroundings need not compel us to sin. 
He had learned by experience what sin and idolatry 
meant and doubtless recoiled from them. A quaint 
writer has said that our fathers’ piety is not en- 
tailed; which is bad for us, but also that our fa- 
thers’ sin is not hereditary, which is good for us. (2) 

Hezekiah’s promptitude in action is also striking 
(v. 3). This was a movement initiated and set for- 
ward by one man, for there does not seem to have 
been any attempt on the part of the priests and 
their leaders. The terrible condition in which his 
father had left the worship of God (28: 22-25) ne- 
cessitated drastic action, and in gathering together 
the priests and Levites Hezekiah pointed out the 
need of co-operation and of thorough reformation 
(v. 5). He confessed the sins of the past and 
showed the penalty which had been incurred (vs. 
6-9), and then expressed his determination to re- 
new the Divine government to avert God’s wrath 
and to carry out all proper duties (vs. 10, 11). 


Reformation Continued (29: 12-24).—Influenced by 
the king, the priests and Levites set to work, and in 
a short time had removed the abominations and 
made things ready for the new start. 


Reformation Concluded (29: 25-36). Then the 
festal services began. The offerings were made ac- 
cording to the law of Moses, and the praise services 
were modeled on David’s arrangements. Thus with 
sacrifice and song the king and the entire assembly 
approached God, and it is not surprising that the 
occasion was one of great joy (v. 36). 


Reformation Counselled (30:1-12). Then Heze- 
kiah sent oral and written communications to the 
northern kingdom, inviting the people to come to 
Jerusalem to the Passover. If this was before the 
captivity, it must mean that Hoshea, the king, was 
willing for his people to go into the southern king- 
dom to the national and religious capital (2 Kings 
17:2). But it seems more natural (v. 6) to think 
that this invitation followed the captivity, and was 
an offer of Hezekiah to reunite the remnant in the 
north with his own people. After generations of 
separation, circumstances seem to be bringing the 
two nations together. Circumstances prevented them 
from keeping the Passover at the proper time, but in 
certain cases it could be postponed (v. 2; Exod. 
12:3; Num. 9:10, 11). The king’s message, couched 
in plain yet tender language (vs. 6-9), was received 
with scorn on the part of some, and with genuine 
sincerity on the part of others (vs. 11, 12). The 
rejection would be by those who were worshipers of 
the calves set up by Jeroboam, while those who ac- 
cepted would virtually acknowledge that this was 
an error to be corrected. (3) 

Reformation Celebrated (vs. 13-22). The assem- 
bly in Jerusalem then took place, the feast of un- 
leavened bread (v. 13), being another name for the 
Passover (Exod. 12:15-20). The occasion was 
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marked by the removal of the altars which had been 
erected by Ahaz in rivalry with the temple (2 Chron. 
28: 3, 23). There was also a feeling of shame be- 
cause of previous negligence (v. 15), and so the 
priests and Levites dedicated themselves afresh to 
God, according to the requirements prescribed in the 
law. But there were some who had neglected the 
conditions (Num. 9:6), but, under the circumstances, 
were dealt with. leniently, because they evidently 
showed a disposition to do their utmost to fulfil the 
requirements, and God graciously accepted their ser- 
vice, notwithstanding its defects, while the king en- 
couraged them by his appreciation. The timie was 
fitly spent in offering sacrifices of peace-offerings 
and making confession to God (v. 22). 


Reformation Crowned (ys. 23-27). The occasion 
was so special that the entire gathering determined 
to observe an additional seven days, and Hezekiah 
and the princes made provision for this by giving a 
large number of animals for sacrifice. verything 
betokened spiritual and moral prosperity, and the 
joy felt by all was so remarkable that it could be 
said that there was nothing like it since the time of 
Solomon. Not only were the people of the two king- 
doms present, but even those of foreign birth who 
availed themselves of the privilege of becoming Is- 
raelites by adoption (v. 25; Exod. 12:48). The 
gathering was crowned by the blessing of the peo- 
ple and by their prayers and praises to God. (4) 


Reformation Completed (chap. 31). The sequel to 
all this is seen in the determination of the people, as 
they went back to their homes, to remove every indi- 
cation of the former idolatry (v. 1). Hezekiah then 
did his utmost to provide for future worship by 
means of.arrangements for the priests. The whole 
story closes with a fine testimony to the king, that 
he wrought what was good and right and faithful 
before God, and the explanation of it is that what- 
ever he did, he did with all his heart, and it is not 
surprising to be told that he “prospered” (vs. 20, 21). 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


The secrets of King Hezekiah’s life can be seen in 
the story of 2 Kings 18: 5-7. 


1. Trusting (v. 5). The original word suggests the 
thought of leaning on God as a foundation. The Old 
Testament records many illustrations (Heb. 11). 


2. Cleaving (v. 6). The figure is that of adhesion, 
and is found in various connections, the bone cleav- 
ing to the skin (Job 19:20), the girdle to the loins 
(Jer. 13:11), the tongue to the mouth (Psa. 137: 6), 
the man to the wife (Gen. 2: 24), and Ruth to Naomi 
(Ruth 1:14). It means loyalty and love and indi- 
cates resistarce and persistence (see Josh. 23:8). 
Hezekiah had vigor and tenacity, separating himself 
from sin and attaching himself to God (Deut. 10: 
20; 82:22). 

3. Following (v. 6). This naturally came as the 
result of his trusting and cleaving, and it is inter- 
esting to notice that there was at once spiritual 
contact and spiritual pursuit. As in Psalm 63:5, 8. 

4. Obeying (v. 6). The outcome of all was practi- 
cal obedience, and Hezekiah’s life did not fall short 
of this. Everything in his trusting, cleaving, and 
following was expressed in this definite observance 
of the will of God. 

5. Realizing (v. 7). The result of all this was the 
presence of God and prosperity. Mark the “and.” So 
it is always. Those who are true to God will be con- 
scious of the presence and blessing of God. 


Ill. The Lesson Outlined 
I. Reformation Commenced (29:1-11; 2 Chron. 


6: 12-21). 

2. Reformation Continued (vs. 12-24; 2 Chron. 
23: 16-21). 

3. Reformation Concluded (vs. 25-36; 2 Chron. 
7: 8-22). 


4. Reformation Counselled (30:1-12; Psalm 122). 
Pa — Celebrated (vs. 13-22; Exod. 12: 
3-14). 

6. Reformation Crowned (vs..23-27; Psalm 97). 

7. Reformation Completed (31; 1 Chron. 28). 
IV. Leading Questions 

1. How may we account for the remarkable differ- 
ence between Ahaz and Hezekiah? (1 Cor. 15: 10.) 
2. Collect the various references to mothers of 
kings (29:1). Why are they mentioned? 

3. What is the meaning of opening the doors of 
the house of Jehovah? (v. 3; 28: 24.) 

4. Who were the Levites and what was their work? 
(Exod. 4:14; Num. 1: 47-53; 1 Chron. 6: 48.) 
_ 5. What did the Passover mean, and why was it 
important? (Exod. 12.) What is the New Testament 
meaning? (1 Cor. 5. 

6. What principle is suggested in 30: 17-20? (see 
1 Sam. 15:22, 23; Hosea 6:6; Matt. 12:7; 23:23.) 

7. Why did Hezekiah endeavor to unite both king- 
doms in this celebration? (John 11:52; 17: 21-23; 
1 Kings 18:31; Ezek. 37: 15-23.) 

8. What is the spiritual connection between the 
burnt-offering and the song? (29: 27.) 

Wyctutrre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Mother’s Little Shaver.—That they should come to 
the house of Jehovah (v. 1). One big secret of 
Hezekiah Was a good mother. No man ever gets 
entirely away from the early years at his mother’s 
knee, no matter what evil influences may immerse 
him in after years. Down under almost every 
American man is a foundation laid by our splendid 
American mothers. Yes, to be sure the foundation 
often has the sand, the mud, and the rubbish of 
worldliness washed in over it; to be sure the poison 
vines, the weeds, the lichens of sin often cover and 
hide it, but that mother-laid foundation is there just 
the same. God bless the church and the Sunday- 
school mothers of America! They are the secret of 
us. Because of this condition you need never be 
afraid of the proper mixing up of religion with busi- 
ness in both the buying and the selling end. That 
“rough customer” with the strong language and none’ 
too strict principles like as not spent those first seven 
or eight years at a good mother’s knee, and he knows 
how to appreciate a clean mouth, a clear eye, and a 
straight deal in you. And so he gives you the busi- 
ness in spite of his going out to drink and “sport” 
with the other fellow of his own sort. I know what 
I am talking about because I am both the buying 
and the selling end, and continually meet the above 
gentleman in Soth places. My well-known red-but- 
ton connection with religious activities has never 
been anything but advantageous to me both as a 


-buyer and a seller. Because away down under every 


man is “mother’s little shaver” (Prov. 22:6). (1) 


How to Restore Preachers.—The priests had not 
sanctified themselves together (v. 3). That is to say 
they had not had any Bible conferences at Chestnut 
Level, nor at Northfield, Winona, Lake Geneva, Estes 
Park, Stony Brook, Silver Bay, etc. If any of you 
folks have a preacher who. has “gotten played out,” 
instead of telling other folks of your discovery sup- 
pose you get busy and raise a purse and send your 
“bum preacher” to one of the above places where 
every summer “priests” go and “sanctify them- 
selves together” (Prov. 27:17; 1 John 1:3). A 
Presbyterian elder of Haddonfield, N. J., went to 
his minister one day and putting on a severe face 
said, “Look here, dominie, I am tired of you. You 
are all preached out and don’t seem to have an idea 
above an Atlantic City oyster. Here, take this and 
clear out with you and see if you can’t freshen up 
a little” When the surprised minister opened the 
envelope he found it contained transportation to: the 
Holy Land and a nice big check to back up the 
tickets. That is the kind of a “kicker” many a tired 
and in-the-rut preacher would like to have in his 
conarenee. Yes, and ought to have in you, Friend 
Moneybags, if you want your preaching like your 

ancakes, “pipin’ hot ol right off the griddle.” 

ear me, do you suppose all you folks would be 
regularly reading this Corner -week after week if the 
writer sat in a study day after day and dug it out 
of books? The Editor and you like the “good stuff” 
because I fly up and down the land and rub against 
people and write on the wheels as the landscape flies 
by, and the music of the rails and the choo-choo of 
the steam gets into the preaching and the teaching. 


The Good of Revivals.—Turn again unto Jehovah, 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (v. 6). 
Hezekiah was starting a revival. His cry was not 
new. It had been the call since Eden. “Turn again 
unto the Lord.” Most of us are like this old world 
upon which we ride. We are continually turning 
ourselves away from the source of life, happiness, 
and all good. We have the genial spring, the burn- 
ing summer, the mellow autumn, and the freezing 
winter, but these are all in the turning of the earth. 
The good old sun- keeps right on pouring out his 
riches of flowers, fruit, and beauty. When a revival 
comes in a church it is springtime in the congrega- 
tion. The spiritual air is tender and balmy. Every- 
body shakes hands with everybody. “Dead” mem- 
bers begin to feel a stirring. We see them coming 
up and surprising the church-yard—like the snow- 
drops and the crocuses. “Old sticks” bud and burst 
out into leaf and all the folks say, “Now what do 

ou think of that!” The “old croakers” change to 

lue-birds and orioles, and the choir no longer has 
to do all the singing. The hibernating turtles come 
out of their long winter nap and open theis shells 
and really want to know “if there isn’t something I 
can do.” All because the congregation comes around 
to where the Sun of righteousness can warm it into 
Spiritual springtime. What a town, what a state, 
what a nation we should be if everybody would do 
what Hezekiah asked Israel, “Turn again unto the 
Lord God” (Mal. 4: 2; 2 Chron. 7:14; Jer. 24:7). (2) 


The Graciousness of God.—Jehovah . . . is gracious 
and merciful (v. 9). If you were an artist and com- 
missioned to paint a picture of God, such as the old 
masters used to do, you would probably, like them, 
show him seated upon—a throne, or standing with 
welcoming hands to the saints, or riding in his 
chariot of cloud and fire. But one day when Jesus 
wanted to paint his picture for us he showed God 





























































































ee 5a 
























LESSON FOR JULY 15 (2 Chronicles 30) 


‘ 


running to meet and forgive a returning 
prodigal. And what artist can paint a 
father like a son (Luke 15: 11-32)? The 
other day I was asked if I had ever 
met Mrs. So-and-so. No, I had not. 
“Will, I wish you might. She is so 
charmingly gracious.” Folks forget 
that when they approach God as any 
gentleman would approach Mrs. So-and- 
so he is always found charmingly gra- 
cious. e hear much about the mercy 
of God, but who ever heard a sermon 
upon the graciousness of God? When 
a want to see how gracious our 

ather is to his children just take your 
Bible and turn to 1 Kings 19, and see 
how he bore himself to failure Elijah 
in the Old Testament; and to Mark 
16:7 and see how he bore himself to the 
failure Peter in the New Testament. 
Then turn to the book of your own life 
and see how sweetly gracious he is to 
you all the time. (3) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round - Table 


USTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
_[ School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mine not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on othe than 
Golden Text are specially b> and on 
stand a better ch pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Sentenced!—He that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that seek after him 
(Golden Text). Two years ago Rev. 
F. B. Meyer, when crossing the Atlantic 
spoke on “Answered Prayer.” An ag- 
nostic present said he did “not believe 
a word of it.” In the afternoon Mr. 
Meyer went to speak to the steerage 
passengers. The saloon passengers went 
also to hear him. Putting two oranges 
in his pocket, the agnostic went also. 
As he passed among the steerage pas- 
sengers there sat an old woman, fast 
asleep. He put the two oranges in her 
hands and passed on. When he returned 
the old woman was munching one of 
the oranges. He said, “You seem to be 
enjoying that orange.” “Yes, sir,” she 
said, “my Father is very good to me.” 
“Youg ather! Why, he can’t be liv- 
ing.” “Praise God,” she said, “He is 
very much alive.” “What do you 
mean?” “I'll tell you, sir. I have been 
seasick for days. I was asking God to 
send me an orange. I suppose I fell 
asleep. When I opened my eyes He 
not only had sent me one but two 
oranges.” “You don’t mean that?” 
“Yes,” she said; and the agnosticism was 
gone, and that man was sentenced to 
eternal life on that very spot.—Con- 
densed from sermon, “How to Receive 
Power,” by Rev. Charles Inglis. Pub- 
lished in The Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Elsie C. Taber, Worcester, Mass. 


Don’t Wait!—He that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that seek after him 
(Golden Text). We find that people in 
seeking Christ often wait for feeling 
instead of believing him. Sam Jones 
says the man who is waiting for feeling 
reminds him of a woodman on a frosty 
morning who stands with his ax rest- 
ing against his knee. “I walk up to him, 
and say: ‘Good morning, my friend; 
what are you going to do?’ He replies: 
‘I am going to cut down this tree.’ 
‘Why don’t you get at it?’ I ask him. 
‘’'m waiting till I begin to sweat.” 
God’s Word says, “Believe.”"—From The 
Wesleyan Methodist. Sent by Frank 
Betzer, Charles City, Jowa. 


Bequeathed to the Devil.—And be not 
ye like your fathers, and like your breth- 
ren, who trespassed against Jehovah, 
the God of. their fathers, so that he gave 
them up to desolation (v. 7). It is re- 
ported that the Finnish courts have up- 
held the title of the will of an atheist 
that bequeathed his farm, on his death, 
to the devil. In accordance with the 
finding of the court, the wish of the 
deceased is to be carried out by leaving 











ewe ee! 
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the land absolutely untouched by human | 
hands and: allowing it to revert to the | 
wilderness condition. We confess to 
being somewhat startled by the question 
that arose in our mind as we read the 
account. Do things that are left to 
themselves naturally and of necessity 
go to the devil? A great many things 
seem to. To let farms, and some much 
more valuable things, go to the devil, all 
that is needed to be done is to let them 
run wild.—From The Presbyterian 
Record. Sent by Mrs. Malcolm Mackay, 
Goderich, Ont., Can. 


Tying Up at the Wharf.—Yield your- 
selves unto Jehovah, and enter into his 
sanctuary (v. 8). A young man named 

lyn was going from Cincinnati to 
Philadelphia to embark in business, and 
on the way was met by an old man who 
asked him if he was a Christian. “Yes,” 
said Allyn. “Have you any letters of 
commendation?” “Only two.” “None 
other?” asked the old man. “Only my 
church letter.” “Ah,” said the old man, 
“that is what I wanted to hear. Put it 
into a church as soon as you get into 
the city. I am an old sea-captain and 
have sailed around the world. I have 
found on reaching port it was best to 
tie up at the wharf. It has cost me 
something, but it has kept me from go- 
ing down before the storm.”—From the 
Evangelical Christian. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronio, Can. 


God’s Gracious Welcome.—God . . . 
will not turn away his face (v. 9). A 
man who had been converted from a 
sinful life gave this as his experience 
of acceptance with Jesus: “I just crept 
to the feet of Jesus, and, greatly to my 
astonishment, he did not scold me,—he 
knew I had been scolded enough. He 
did not pity me; and he did not give me 
any advice. He knew I had had plenty 
of that. He just put his arms around 
my neck and loved me. And when the 
sun rose I was a new man.”—From Rev. 
H. C. Harburgh. Sent by E. S. Moyer, 
Durham, Ont. (1) 


“Undeliverable.””—So the posts passed 
from city to city through the country of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, even unto 
Zebulun, but they laughed them_ to 
scorn, and mocked them (v. 10). God 
would like to send many a message that 
he cannot, for people will not receive it. 
Sin is the barrier, and sin is a state of 
war against God. A few weeks after 
the outbreak of the European war, the 
Rev. Carey Bonner, British General 
Secretary of the World’s Sunday School 
Association, wrote to a Sunday-school 
worker in Austria seeking information 
for The Sunday School Times’ depart- 
ment of the World’s Sunday-School 
News. Mr. Bonner’s letter came back 
to him, the envelope stamped “Undeliv- 
erable.” * War was the reason. Has 
God ever spoken a message to us, and 
received from our rebellious hearts, 
whether we knew it or not, that answer 
“undeliverable” ?—Taken from The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. Mal- 
colm Mackay, Goderich, Ont., Can. 
The prize for this week is awarded to 
this illustration. (2) 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
issionary to the Jews 


Te KEEP the passover in the second 
month (v. 2). This concession is 
still customary among the Jews, when 
owing to illness or absence on a jour- 
ney, the passover cannot be kept in the 
first month, March-April (1) 

Similarly the Moslem when unable to 
celebrate the fast of the month Rama- 
dan at the usual time, is allowed and 
enjoined to do so at a later date. (2) 


To keep the passover unto Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, at Jerusalem (v. 5). 
In the time of peace and prosperity this 
proposal would have been resented as 
an insult to the shrines of the Northern 
Kingdom. At the present day Syria, if 
united, could easily put into the field a 
force that would overthrow the Turkish 
invader, but the Druze hates the Chris- 





tian and the Christian cannot trust and 


co-operate with the Moslem. In still 
higher matters union is usually brought 
about not by compunction from within, 
but by compulsion from without. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast had much trouble with us be- 
cause of our stubbornness. We have ques- 
tioned thy plans. We have turned from thee 
to ways that were not of thy making, and 
the lessons we have had have been touched 
with pain that we now remember as we 
look up to thee. Our Father, take away the 
stubbornness of our hearts; take away every 
barrier that keeps us from fellowship with 
thy Son; Jesus Christ. May we not be 
guided by our own wills, but eager to know 
what thine is and to do it. May we be glad 
to learn by thy revealed will instead of 
by bitter experience. Give us, we pray thee, 
the faithfulness wherewith thou art faithful, 
O Christ, and may our lives be wholly 
yielded to thee. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One of the quick- 
est phrases that leaps to the lips is “I 
won’t” when we don’t want to do the 
thing that some one in authority says 
we ought to do. A boy who took care 
of a drove of swine told a friend that 
he had discovered one thing about them, 
that if he wanted to get them out of the 
field through the gate back into the pen 
by the barn, the best way to drive them 
through the gate was to act as if he 
wanted them to go as far from that 
gate as possible, and then they would 
make for it and go through. Contrary, 
wasn’t it? But after all we are not 
so very different from that in many of 
our ways. The man we studied about 
last Sunday,—what was his name?— 
was bent upon-having his own way, 
whether it was God’s or not. The man 
we are studying about to-day, Hezekiah, 
was very different. Do you remember 
just what was the matter with Ahaz, as 
the Golden Text for last Sunday sug- 
gested? Yes, he was without faith. 
Now what do you think made Hezekiah 
the obedient man that he was? Yes, 
he had faith; and because he had faith 
in God he followed the way of a faith- 
ful man, sticking steadily to the thing 
that God wanted him to do. He didn’t 
have to be driven. He led other folks 
in the same way. He wasn’t stiff-necked 
or stubborn, and he wanted the people 
to put themselves into God’s hands com- 
pletely. 





THE MAN OF 


THE AAA wntaoot FAITH IS 


AM | FAITHFUL? 


AITHFUL 
AITHLESS 











If we haven’t faith in God, we are 
not going to be faithful to him. Are 
you vainly trying to do what is right, 
without trusting God to hold you true? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 

“Ye servants of God, your Master 
proclaim.” 

“Out of my bondage, sorrow and night.” 

“True hearted, whole hearted, faithful 
and loyal.” 

“Who is on the Lord’s side.” 

“Oh, ’tis a great change for me.” 

“ Sweeter as the years go by.” 

“Am I a soldier of the cross?” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 89 : 14-22 (179: 1-3). 


~ Psalm 72: 1-11 (144: 1-5). 
Psalm 72: 15-20 (147 : 3-5). 
Psalm 21 : 1-13 (38: 1-4). 
Psalm 22 : 27-31 (42: 1-3). 


we 


How to reach, hold, and teach nen in 
the Sunday-school—that’s your ques- 
tion? . Marshall A. Hudson, the man 
who got a million men into Bible classes 
tells what he knows on the subject in 
The “How” Book, which you can obtain 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany at 50 cents. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s house is 
for praise and prayer. 


Notes.—Aim to impress the children 
with respect for God’s house, to keep 
it clean and in order; and with rever- 
ence, because it has been set apart as a 
place of worship (praise and prayer). 

It is not wise to expend great effort 
during the lesson period to help chil- 
dren to memorize a long, difficult 
Scripture text. It is more profitable to 
recall a somewhat familiar verse, re- 
lated to the Bible story and lesson aim. 

To-day’s Golden Text is difficult and 
does not convey the thought of worship. 
It will prove more satisfactory to use 
one of the following as a memory verse: 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness; The Lord is in his holy tem- 
ple; Enter into his gates with thanks- 
giving; Praise ye the Lord; O give 
thanks unto the Lord. : 

Introduction. — Many hundreds of 
years ago King David hoped to build 
a beautiful temple in Jerusalem, to be 
used as God’s house, where people 
might gather for worship, to sing 
praises and to pray. King David gath- 
ered beautiful marble and lumber, also 
gold and silver, to ornament the tem- 
ple (1 Chron. 29:1-5). God’s prophet 
told King David that he did well to 
gather material, but that his son, Sol- 
omon, should build the temple (2 
Chron. 2). 

That is why it was called Solomon’s 
temple; a wonderful, beautiful build- 
ing of marble and gold, where God’s 
chosen people gathered to worship and 
to celebrate feast days. When the tem- 
ple was finished and given to the Lord, 
King Solomon made a great feast for 
the people. Whenever people visited 
Jerusalem they saw that wonderful 
temple on the hill, 


Review.—More than’ two hundred 
years went by, with many feast days. 
At last a foolish young king named 
Ahaz ordered the temple doors to be 
closed, the lights put out, no sacrifices 
nor services held in God’s temple. In- 
stead he set up altars and images, or 
idols, on hills and high places, or un- 
der green trees, and ordered people to 
worship them. Ahaz wanted to be like 
the heathen kings. When he visited a 
heathen king, Ahaz copied the pattern 
of the altar and image to send home to 
Jerusalem, so that his workmen might 
make one just like it. When Ahaz 
came home he worshiped the image and 
the temple stayed closed. (Repeat 
First Commandment and part of the 
Second). God sent an army to punish 
Ahaz. 


Lesson Story.—(Study chapters 29 
and 30). After Ahaz died his son, 
Hezekiah, became king. He was a 
friend of Isaiah, the prophet, who must 
have helped him to love and worship the 
true God. Right away King Hezekiah 
planned to open the doors of God’s 
sno. and invite the people to wor- 
ship. 

The temple had been closed so long 
that it was very dirty and needed 
cleaning. First of all, the doors needed 
mending. Then Hezekiah called the 
priests and Levites to gather up dirt 
and rubbish and carry it out of the city, 
just as garbage wagons do now. 

King Hezekiah promised God to 
make the temple ready for worship. 
Twelve leaders were chosen who got 
other men to help. The priests cleanec 
the holy places, and carried the rubbish 
where other men took it and carried it 
far away. 

It took eight days to clean inside the 
temple, and eight more to clean the big 
porches and outside the temple. Then 
they told King Hezekiah that the tem- 
ple with its furniture was clean. 

King Hezekiah and his city rulers 
planned a big meeting for Jerusalem 
people. They gathered many animals 
for sacrifice. They chose singers and 
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people who could play harps. The 
priests brought their trumpets. People 
came and sang praises with gladness, 
bowed their heads and worshiped, and 
gave many thank offerings. Everybody 
rejoiced because God’s temple was open 
again for worship. 

Then a great feast day, the passover, 
was planned. Messengers were sent a 
over the country, outside of Jerusalem, 
to invite people to come. Some didn’t 
care to come and laughed at the mes- 
sengers, but many rejoiced and planned 
to there. They loved God’s house, 
and were thankful that King Hezekiah 
had cleaned it so that it could be used 
again for worship. 

When they came Hezekiah sent them 
to pull down and destroy the altars and 
images which Ahaz had set up. Then 
they gathered for worship and Fiezekiah 

rayed that God would forgive and 

less them. 

God was pleased and heard Heze- 
kiah’s prayer. Hezekiah spoke comfort 
to the people. For seven days they 
worshiped with songs, prayers, and 
thanksgiving. They had such a good 
time that they kept the feast another 
week. There was great joy in Jeru- 
salem. 

Before they started home the priests 
blessed them. On the way home they 
stopped in other cities and towns to 
destroy altars and images, that people 
might turn again to worship the true 
God. 

Expression—Let the children fold, 
tear, cut out, or draw a church, and 
write the memory verse chosen for the 
day. A picture of the local church 
would be _ suggestive. Cultivate a 
spirit of true worship. 

“ God is in His holy temple, 
On this holy Sabbath day; 
Let us praise Him, let us thank Him, 
As we worship, sing, and pray.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 
28 cents, postpaid.) 


Peoria, It. 
w 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Letters.—How many letters do you 
suppose have been written in the United 
States this past year by girls concern- 
ing relief work for the French and 
Belgian children? How fine of these 
thousands of girls to be so interested 
in this noble work! We would not have 
had one of them write one less let- 
ter or fail to attempt to enlist the sym- 
pathy of one less person. But how 
many girls wrote letters to unsaved 
friends ‘urging them to “turn again unto 
Jehovah,” pressing the claims of Jesus 
Christ and picturing the suffering and 
loss if His claims were unheeded? We 
can safely say that such letters num- 
bered only into the hundreds. And 
why? Surely not because Christ’s in- 
evitable claims upon girls are any less 
constraining than the pitiful claims of 
these children. It is just because girls 
have not. realized Christ’s sacrifice as 
they do the sacrifice of these suffering, 
blameless children, or realized the con- 
sequences of neglect of God as did 
Hezekiah. Let us awaken to an appre- 
ciation of the great influence letters can 
wield in gaining enlistments for Christ. 
How many will write even one such? 


Stiffnecked.—One hot night Margaret 
placed the electric fan on the table with 
the reading lamp, and turning her back 
to them she had a good, cool read. 
Next morning she could not turn her 
head. “Oh, yes,” commented her com- 
forting brother, Clarence (aged 11), 
“you wouldn’t listen to mother last 
night when she told you what would 
happen. You just had to finish that 
hair-raisin’ love-story. But you're lis- 
tening to her all right to-day when you’ve 
got it in the ak Let me get out— 
she’s going to use that old, smelly lini- 
“ment again.” That was the way with 
the Jews in our lesson. They had not 
listened to Jehovah, but had gone on 
their willful way until they were “stiff- 
necked” in their sins. But fortunately 


they had a wise king who knew what to 
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of church attendance and service to 
Jehovah (vs. 8, 9). 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 


Read 2 Kings 18: 13 to 19: 37 
1. What false inducements did Sen- 
nacherib hold out to the Jews? (18: 
32, 33-) 
2. What false inducements does the 
devil use to-day to draw girls away 
from allegiance to Christ? 
3. What did Hezekiah do when at his 
extremity? (19: 14-19.) 
4. Is such compiete reliance upon 
Christ any more difficult to-day? 
5. How many girls of your acquaint- 
ance submit everything to Christ? 
6. What was Hezekiah’s reward? 
(19: 35-37-) Can we expect dcliver- 
waa from the wiles of the Evil 
ne 


Kansas City, Mo. 
we 


Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. Wi!"am O. Rogers 


Church-Going. — That they should 
come to the house of Jehovah (v. 1). 
Teacher began by proposing a question 
for debate, Does sin lead a boy away 
from God’s house, or does neglecting 
God’s house lead a boy into sin? (1) 
Bert said it was their idolatry that 
caused Judah to neglect the temple, and 
he guessed it is so now, for whenever 
a boy begins smoking cigarettes, pretty 
soon he gets to showing up missing at 
Sunday-school. 
Fred Keller, the minister’s son, took 
the other side. His father says if boys 
can be held in Sunday-school few of 
them will go wrong. Fred told of a 
judge in Brooklyn, N. Y., that he read 
about in The Sunday School Times of 
April 14, who said that in five years he 
had not sentenced one single boy who 
attended Sunday-school regularly, but 
had sentenced hundreds who once be- 
longed to Sunday-school and had 
dropped out. 
Teacher says both sides of the ques- 
tion are true. Sin keeps us from God’s 
house, and the services of God’s house 
will help keep us from sin. I guess 
that’s why father is so dead set on my 
always being at church. (2) 


Surrender.—Be ye not stiffnecked... 
but yield yourselves unto the Lord (v. 
8). “Do you want us to be rubber- 
necks?” snickered Bulldog, when we 


“No,” replied teacher. “It means we 
must be willing to do God’s will.” He 
asked if any one had ever tried to 
bridle a horse that didn’t want to take 
the bit. Of course I held up my hand, 
for father’s old yond 4 horse is awful 
mean that way. I told how he holds his 
head up as high as he pe can, 
stretching his neck as stiff -as a board, 
till I can’t do a thing with him. Teacher 
- when we set our wills up against 
what Jesus wants us to do, and insist on 
our own way, we are like that horse, 
and it only leads to trouble. 


Pardon.—/f ye turn again unto Je- 
hovah (v. 9). “Did God forgive Ju- 
dah?” asked little Carl. Verses nine to 
thirteen answered that. Teacher said 
the sad thing was that they waited so 
many, many years before they repented. 
He told how when he was a boy and 
didn’t come home from school on time 
he would be afraid to go in the house 
at all, and would hang around out doors 
in the dark,—cold, hungry, and afraid, 
when his mother was just longing to 
forgive him. Bumps thought that was 
foolish, but teacher said that’s the way 
we often do when we have sinned 
against God. We ought to repent and 
ask his pardon the very minute we know 
we have done wrong, “for the Lord 
your God is gracious and merciful” 
(v. 9). (3) 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 2 Kings 18: 13 to 19: 37 


With what did Hezekiah buy Senna- 
cherib off? (2 Kings 18: 14-16.) 

Does it pay to buy a person’s friend- 
ship? 

How shall we escape from boys who 
pick on us? 

What did Hezekiah finally do? (2 
Kings 19: 15-19.) 

How was Jerusalem to be like a 
scornful girl? (v. 21.) 

How did this come to pass? (2 Kings 
19: 35-) 

Terre Haute, Inp. 


For the teacher training class that is 
willing to do even a little real work 
“Training the Teacher,” by Dr. Schauf- 
fler, Mrs. Lamoreaux, Dr. Brumbaugh, 
and Marion Lawrance is the negded 
manual in the First Standard Course. 
If you order now at fifty cents (thirty- 
five cents in paper) from The Sunday 
School Times Company, your copy will 





read that verse. 





do, and he prescribed a good rubbing in 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





come out of the sixty-fourth thousand. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE power and effectiveness of fam- 
ily worship may readily be neutral- 
ized by inconsistent living as may be 
athered from an incident related in the 

k mentioned last week: * “An Irish 
Saint.” “Ann,” as she was familiarly 
called, had during the course of her do- 
mestic duties failed in some particular, 
and this greatly irritated her master, 
Dr. Reid, who vented his wrath upon 
ed Ann in a most undignified fashion. 
nstantly Ann’s temper was up, and she 
replied in an equally unbecoming way. 
When at family prayers, Ann, remem- 
bering the unseemly display of her mas- 
ter and feeling the strange disparity be- 
tween that and the sacredness of the 
devotional service, would plug her ears 
with her fingers to keep out the sound 
of her master’s voice, but in spite of 
these untoward happenings, impressions 
for good were being deepened in “Ann,” 
and the family altar played no little part 
in her ultimate decision for Christ. 


July 9 to 15 


Mon.—2 Chron. 36: 1-9. Hezekiah, the Faith- 
ful King. 

Hezekiah calls the people back to the 
God of their fathers and pleads with 
them to “give the hand” unto the Lord. 
Happy the nation whose rulers recog- 
nize that a people’s true greatness rests 
in their being godly. Righteousness is 
a more powerful weapon than any 
forged in the factories of earth. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray that it 
may please the Lord to grant an abun- 
dantly rich harvest all the world over; 
that the earth may yield her increase, 
and that the dew of heaven be not with- 
held. Pray for the nations feeling the 
awful pinch of hunger and who are 
threatened with famine. 


Tues.—2 Chron. 30: 10-19. A Religious As- 
sembly. 

The response of the people was such 
as to bring together a very great con- 
gregation. Some crowds are suggest- 
ive of strength and create buoyant 
hopefulness, others stir the heart to its 
depths, and move it to pity. Met be- 
fore God for worship the mighty throng 
is gladdening and inspiring. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
wounded soldiers and sailors who have 
returned home; that in their enforced 
inactivity they may have their thoughts 
turn upon eternal matters and that they 
may conquer all tendency to depression 
and discouragement. Give praise for 
every laudable effort put forth to re- 
lieve this world-wide suffering. 


Wed.—2z Chron. 30: 20-27. A Religious Awak- 
ening. 

Prayer, praise, confession, and sacri- 
fice; these are the elements which en- 
tered into this old-age revival. There 
was a perfect riot of song and gladness. 
The days have changed, but we may 
look for like conditions in any spiritual 
awakening which may come in our time, 
and it would be a refreshing visitation. 


Prayer Succestions: Shall we not 
to-day make our lesson the basis of our 
prayers? Let us plead for a religious 
awakening throughout the whole world. 
It would seem that the only way out of 
the present awful conflict is the spiritual 
one. Pray that in wrath the Lora would 
remember mercy. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 18: 1-8. A Religious Re- 
rm. 

Hezekiah had the marks upon him of 
a truly devout man. He trusted in, he 
clave to, he followed after, consequently 
the Lord made him to prosper. All true 
reform is inward and works from the 
center to the outer edge. The path of 
obedience is the path of blessing. 

Prayer SuccEestions: Pray for all re- 
turned missionaries, many of them hav- 
ing their health shattered and with lit- 
tle hope of ever returning to their fields 
of labor again; pray that useful open- 














ings may be found in the homeland 





















































LESSON FOR JULY 15 (2 Chronicles 30) 


where good service may be rendered the 


cause so near to their hearts. 
Fri—Rom. 13: 1-7. God-appointed Rulers. 


Men do not leap into places of re- 
sponsibility and power by chance. Their 
appointment is as much under the con- 
trol of God as are the movements of 
the stars in their courses. Because of 
this we ought to be obedient to the 
powers that be and support all just and 
righteous legislation. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
supreme judges, legislators, and for all 
civic rulers. ‘Pray that law-breaking 
may decrease and that all anarchy and 
rebellion may be put down; for our po- 
licemen, detectives, and the secret ser- 
vice officers; for all the servants of 
government at home and abroad. 


Sat.—Psa. 72. A Righteous King. 


This Psalm without doubt had its 
partial fulfilment through Solomon, but 
the expressions throughout indicate that 
there is to come “a greater than Sol- 
emon,” whose dominion shall be from 
sea to sea. Under his rule all oppres- 
sion and wrong shall cease and right- 
eanguees shall be predominant on the 
earth. 


Prayer Succestions: Even so come, 
Lord Jesus! Pray without ceasing for 
the speedy return of Christ. Our only 
hope for this poor war-worn world is in 
the coming of the Lord. Pray to be 
watchful, that his coming may not take 
you unawares, also that the church of 
God may have rekindled-within her this 
sublime hope. 


Sun.—Isa. 9: 1-7. The Ideal King. 


The phrase “The throne of David” 
does not admit of spiritualizing. It is 
a literal throne, and on that throne shall 
sit the Son of David. The Divine Child, 
the Prince with the manifold titles, is 
Israel’s only hope. When He takes His 
rightful throne Israel shall be estab- 
lished forever. 


Prayer SuccEstions: Give thanks for 
the Day of Rest and pe that it ong be 
preserved to the toiling masses. Seek 
that the rest of the Lord, which this day 
typifies, may be upon your heart like a 
benediction. Pray for all Gospel preach- 
ing everywhere, and that preachers may 
rejoice in seeing seals to their ministry. 

Forest Huts, L. I. 
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Polly of the Soudan Country 
By Addison Howard Gibson 


Yes, this Polly story is all trae. Aind this is how the 
of The Sunday ‘Times happen to have it : 


~ ment that Mr. ‘i n received for that 
oneey . Smith tain pen, 

Shot the. salgtoneey bad widead ter vee math 

“Mr. Smith, in turn, wanted to i 


ge of the Soudan country in 
Africa was an unusually intelligent 
bird. In color he was blue-gray, with 
a bright red tail. He was about one 
year old when, the gift of an American 
missionary in Africa, he arrived at the 
home of my cousin Cora, in Kansas. 

It was about three months before 
Polly began to develop a vocabulary. 
Then he learned to say, “Hello, Pol- 
ly!” or simply, “Hello! Hello!” When 
his mistress was busy, he delighted in 
calling, “Cora, Cora, Cora!” When she 
asked, “What do you want, Polly?” he 
would reply with a comical drawl, 
“You're a brick!” then laugh heartily 
over the compliment bestowed. 

When some one read a newspaper 
article in Polly’s hearing,: he would 





laugh freely at the end of the story, 
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never before it was finished. If caught 
in — he art unt 8 . 

r crying, “Quit uit uit |” 

hen the fire was being replenished, 
he would call out, “Polly’s cold.” If 
a member of the family went to the 
pump, he invariably said, “Polly wants 
a drink.” 

A cow was always the si 
shouted, “Hey! Hey! Hey!” A horse 
was always greeted with “Whoa! 
Whoa!” delivered in his shrillest key. 
The delivery boys were daily the vic- 
tims of his pranks. Thinking some one 
had halted them for an order, their 
wagons would almost always -stop at 
that end of the street. 

He soon learned every dog in his 
neighborhood. Polly enjoyed especially 
calling two large Newfoundlands that 
answered to the names of Rose and 
Spot. “Here, Nose! Here, Nose!” 
he would call, then whistle. When Rose 
trotted obediently over to the window 
and stood looking up at the feathered 
speaker, Polly would give a scornful 
laugh, then importantly order, “Get out 
of here! Go home!” 

A hen in the yard elicited the scream, 
“Shoo! Shoo fe prereins eatable 
was an\apple in Polly’s English. If he 
saw some one eating, he immediately 
sent out his demands in “Polly wants 
apple.” Polly never requested the trite 
or stale “cracker.” His favorite food 
was pie. If he saw pie on the table, 
nothing else would suit him. He had 
his own chair and plate at the table. 
He sat on the back of his chair and held 
his food in his left claw. He would 
sidle over to Cora and say very coax- 
ingly, “Apple! Apple!” If his plate 
was not promptly supplied, he would 
fling things angrily to the floor. Bread 
dipped in fruit juice was also a dainty 
relish with Polly. When served ber- 
ries he insisted on having sugar and 
cream and the fruit thoroughly mashed 
and stirred to get the combined flavors. 

Polly was not confined to his cage. 
At night he would say sleepily, “Polly 
wants to go to bed,” and he would walk 
into his cage and stay contentedly if a 
cover was placed over it to conceal the 
light. At dawn his calls, “Hello! Pol- 
ly’s cold,” had the desired effect of 
arousing the head of the house. Polly 
was never teased, with the result that 
he grew to be unusually amiable. He 
made friends readily, and as an especial 
favor those for whom he developed a 
great fondness received his kisses. It 
was not known how he learned the term 
which he heaped indiscriminately upon 
every one alike who won his anger or 
displeasure. Such persons were at once 
designated in Polly’s shrillest voice as 
“Liar, liar!” to the embarrassment of 
the family. 

Polly had an ardent delight in peck- 
ing at bare toes. He would hammer 
away forcefully with his beak, scream- 
ing “Ouch!” with every blow, then 
laugh impishly if he succeeded in mak- 
ing his victim squirm or retreat. His 
power to sight the tiniest hole in a 
stocking was remarkable. Before it 
was known that he was near, Polly 
would make a quick and fierce peck at 
the offending hole in the stocking. 
When put out of the room, he would 
walk back and forth past the door, his 
head raised resentfully and yell out 
loudly, “Hello, liar! liar!” When he 
was surprised trying to bite the eye- 
lets out of Cora’s shoes, she threatened 
to get the stick, which was kept for 
punishing the cat when it was in mis- 
chief. Polly flew into the bedroom, his 
city of refuge, and, hiding under the 
bed, called back defiantly, “Get your 
old stick!” 

One day a visitor’s baby about ten 
months old was left alone for a short 
time in the room with Polly. Master 
Babe began howling lustily. When 
Cora hastened in she heard a voice in 
exact imitation of the mother’s say 
threateningly, “I'll ’pank ’ou!”. The 
menace came from Polly, perched up 
in the window. 

Polly was naturally very jealous. 
Cora’s father was always “Grandpa” 
or “Polly’s Grandpa,” and. he resented 
the petting of anything except himself. 
One summer a number of incubator 


al for his 


chickens became very tame and attached 


themselves to my uncle. He used to sit 
on the back porch, and it was not un- 
common for several chicks to perch 
upon his lap. Polly’s place was on my 
uncle’s shoulder, but he objected to 
sharing favors with the motherless 
chicks, who were chased off repeatedly. 

In a house across the street lived two 
girls who received frequent calls from 
a young man in the town. Whenever 
Bob was pease or coming to call, he 
announced his presence by giving a 
peculiar whistle. Often the girls would 
be called to the door by hearing Bob’s 
familiar whistle, only to be fooled. No 
Bob was to be seen anywhere. The 
girls began to accuse Bob of fooling 
them, and threatened him with dire 
consequences if this prank-playing did 
not promptly stop. earing the girls 
might carry their threats into execu- 
tion, Bob played spy with the result 
that Polly’s successful mimicry was 
detected, to the great amusement of 
the young people concerned. 

An indignant mother who was in the 
habit of often calling her son Paul, 
accused the neighbors of mocking her. 
Sometimes she called harshly, “Paul, 
come right home, or I'll get a_ stick 
after you.” Somewhere around the 
corner her exact words would mock- 
ingly come back to her, followed by a 
tantalizing laugh that whetted the edge 
of the woman’s anger.’ There were 
several quarrels with innocent neigh- 
bors who were suspected of doing the 
mimicking before Polly-was discovered 
to be the sly imitator. 

Another small lad in the neighbor- 
hood, whose disobedience brought him 
under the almost daily threats of a 
much-enduring mother, was many times 
stopped on the verge of committing 
some mischief by hearing the well- 
known and timely warning, “Vernie, 
I'll get the stick!” When Vernie’s 
cotton-ball of a head went bobbing 
swiftly toward home, Polly’s impish 
“ha, ha,” would pursue him to the door. 

Later Polly came to California and 
“made his home on a fruit ranch, where 
his superior intelligence and great imi- 
tative powers of speech aroused the 
wonder of all who made his parrot- 
ship’s interesting acquaintance. 

Los ANGELES, CAL. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, July 15 
God Our Helper (Psa. 121: 1-3). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon.—The_ eternal (Deut. 
26-29). 

Tues.—Strong and tender (Isa. 40: 9-12). 

Wed.—Help in perplexity (Exod. 5: 
ae, 2a; 61 2). 

Thurs.—Shelter in adversity (Psa. 46: 
I-11). 

Fri—Comfort in sorrow (2 Cor. 1 

Sat.—Protection in danger 
1-5). 


Helper 33: 


: I-11). 
(Zech. 2: 











What help have we received from God? 
On what conditions does God help us? 
What need have we of God’s help? 


HE ‘fundamental and essential ques- 

tion for each of us is the question of 
our attitude and relationship to God. Is 
he our Father and our Helper and our 
Friend? Or is he a mere idea to us? 
Or is he nothing at all? Christ’s teach- 
ing is that God is the most real and true 
of all persons, and that we are intended 
to rely on him in the same way that we 
rely upon-any human helper and in an 
infinitely greater way than we can rely 
on any man. - 


Education that does not rest upon 
God, upon faith in God and God’s place 
in the world is not true education 
at all. The exclusion of God from our 
thought of the world and from our 
study of life and truth is to leave out 





the central and vivifying principle. True 
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PURPOS 


Order from ASSOCIATION 
your Bookstore PRESS 
or from us—Write 124 Bast 28th Street 
for our catalog New York 


Out-of-Door Books 
Swimming, Life Saving, Camping 
AT HOME IN THE WATER—Illustrated. 
By G. H. Corsan foe $1.00; 
LIFE SAVING inen lined paper 25 cents. 
By George E. Goss ...... . (Buckram $1.00) 
CAMP and OUTING ACTIVITIES 
By Cheley-Bakey ........ (Buckram $1.50) 
CAMPING FOR BOYS 
By H. W. Gibson +++. (Buckram $1.00) 
And other camping books 





Missionary Studies 
for the Sunday-School 
Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are feoped in three series, and 
the second and third se: in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. 

Price 20 cents each, postpaid, 10 or more 
copies, 15 cents each, not postpaid ; 50 copies, 
10 cents each, not postpaid, — 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














education must begin with God and build 
upon him as the foundation of all. 
School teachers who leave out God are 
not true teachers, and they are building 
human lives on a quicksand and not on 
solid rock. . 


Much of our American education 
leaves God out. A _ recent President 
wanted to drop God’s name from our 
coins. Multitudes omit him from their 
lives. But God remains just the same. 
We can ignore him, but we cannot de- 
stroy him. He is the supremest of all 
facts. Human life that ignores facts 
and especially the greatest of all facts, 
is bound to be unreal and untrue and 
weak. It cannot endure, for it is de- 
tached from the enduring One. 


ve 

God wants to be used. He bids us to 
pray to him, to ask him for things, to 
consult his will, to engage in his work, 
to forward his purposes. Eternal life 
is nothing but right relationship to God, 
the right use of his grace and the right 
merging of our wills in his will. God 
loves us and he loves to be loved by 
us and to be trusted as a loved friend. 


There should be no indolence in serv- 
ing and trusting God. As _ Francis 
Thompson, who had to fight with in- 
dolence, sang to himself: 


“At the Last Trump thou wilt rise betimes! 
Up: for when thou wouldst not, thou wilt 
shortly sleep long. 
The worm is even now weaving thy body 
its night shift. 


Love slept not a-saving thee. Love calls 


thee, 
Rise and seek Him early. Ask and re- 
ceive.” 
+ 4 
The great lesson and the eternal 


worth of the Old Testament are found 
in its consciousness of God. It was 
God’s Word to men through the Jewish 
people regarding his own living pres- 
ence and government. Its pages are the 
record of the lives of men who believed 
in God and lived by him, and who 
brought all their deeds and words into 
his presence. As we read about them 
we take knowledge of them that they 
have been with God, and that he is their 
Helper. Is he not the same yesterday, 
to-day, and forever? 
4 

What is the great word about “God 
helping me” that Luther is said to have 
spoken at Worms? 

if God be for us, who can be against 
ust 

If we are for God we shall be against 
all that is against God. 

New York Cry. 
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The Sanday School 


Philadelphia, June 30, 1917 





The Sunday School Times is a weekly | 


journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 

$1.00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address,$1 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, 


One free copy ad- 
Free Copies  gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
ony of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one 
address, 5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwic« Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also my the other _publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Pas is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


So 








New Discovery 
Removes 
Constipation! 


Says Cathartics Are Dangerous 
and Habit Forming 











HERE is|now a ew way to remove 

the cause of constipation, auto-intoxi- 

cation, and the 95 percent of all human 
ills which result from intestinal congestion, 
without the use of habit-forming medicines or 
vigorous exercise, 


This new discovery is founded on one of the 
oldest and soundest methods of treatment— 
massage. By means of a device known as 
the Kolon Motor, concentrated exercise is 
administered to the colon, which all authori- 
This 
device, which operates by hand, actually ex- 
ercises the lazy muscles of the colon and in- 
duces regular and natural action with none 
of the injurious effects of physics, at the same 
time strengthening the intestinal muscles, 
The Kolon Motor can be attached to any 
wall and is instantly adjustable to any height 
for adults or children. Recommended by 
hysicians and used in leading sanatoriums. 
et us send you free a most interesting and 
helpful book, ‘‘ Colon Cleanliness,’ which has 
just been —- explaining the vital im- 
portance of keeping the colon free from accu- 
mulations of putrefying, germ-infested, disease- 
breeding toxins, and showing how and. why 
the Kolon Motor solves the problem for the 
first time. Address Martin's Method Incor- 
orated, Department 47, 105 East 30th Street, 
Jew York. <A-postal will do, but write to-day. 


oe he ere 
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tisement: “Can you picture a lonelier 
‘or more dangerous situation than that 
of a young man, a stranger in the midst 
of a great city? The Strangers’ Bureau 
of the Chicago Brotherhood brings the 
right kind of friends to such young men. 
Send names and addresses to Dr. Fran- 
cis M. Fox, 509 South Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago.” This advertisement appeared 
in eo type. 

A filing-card is sent to pastor or lay- 
man upon receipt of communication that 
a young man has gone to Chicago. The 
card-is then mailed to headquarters, re- 
ceiving proper attention. It gives the 
name, former address and present busi- 
ness and residence addresses of the 
youth, and states by whom it was sent. 
It asks that the youth be looked up and 
noted on the card, which is to be re- 
turned. The spirit of earnestness is 
revealed by the little line printed across 
the card, “While thy servant was busy 
here and there ge was gone.” 

Another card is used as a permanent 
part of the business management of the 
office, and shows at a glance just what 
the organization was able to do. “Re- 
ferred to ——” may mean much, as the 
committee may be in touch with Chris- 
tian business men of the city. “Final 
disposition” will show just what the 
committee finally managed to do in aid- 
ing the young man, These two file 
cards, 5 x 3 inches, fit in the ordinary 
cheap file-case. 

The organization issued a circular 
which is astounding in the’ facts it pre- 
sents. It is entitled, “A Lesson in 
Ecclesiastical Arithmetic.” It shows 
communicants suspended by letter for 
a single year to be 50,927; communicants 
restored for some length of time, 
7,206; leaving a total unaccounted for, 
43,721. These facts show what scant 
attention is paid by departing members 
to advice to join this or that church. 
These scattered sheep must be shep- 
herded, 

Here follow some of the su tive 
paragraphs of the circular: “Pastors, 

ow many of your parishioners have 
moved to Chicago either with or with- 
out church letters and are numbered 
with these church members for whom 
we are yet to account?” 

And, “Fathers and mothers, how 
many of your sons have come to this 
great city to seek their fortune, to be- 
come submerged in this strange, un- 
homelike environment, and to drift away 
from the church and Christ?” 

Isn’t this enough to reveal-to you, as 
nothing else, the vital importance of 
your taking immediate action in your 
own community? 

One pastor wrote: 
cated the young man. He has taken a 
class of Woys in our Bible school. 
Thank you for him.” Thousands of 
active workers are drifting from church 
and Sunday-school and are becoming 
members ox the vast assemblage which 
marches the city streets, on and on, 
down and down, till they become lost 
in the darkness of the grimy streets. 

A city pastor telephoned the secre- 
tary, “I have called on Mr. J. who has 
been in the city for three years without 
church connection. They have sent for 
their church letters and the family will 
be received in our church immediately.” 

Your Bible Class or Sunday-school 
may institute just such a work in your 
own city, 


Asuvitte, N. Y. 
we 


Why Summer Attendance 
was Better than Winter 


By James M. Collins 


E HAVE within the summer 

months added greatly to our mem- 
bers through class organization. It has 
been our aim to organize the classes 
above the Primary Department. We 
have 22 of these classes; 19 have - been 
organized with their class names, offi- 
cers, committees, class pins, etc., and 
three others are to follow. 


“We at once lo- 
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All have been made to feel their re- 
sponsibility for the success of the 
school, and they have worked for it. 
Great stress was laid on the Adult 
Bible Class movement, and two men’s 
classes have been increased in member- 
ship from 13 to 53 and 21 to 43. One 
mixed class from 13 to 50. In the other 
departments one senior class of young 
men from 3 to 28, one senior class of 
young men from 20 to 30, one interme- 
diate class of girls from 14 to 28, one 
intermediate class of boys from 10 to 14, 
one class of girls in Junior Department 
from 10 to 29, and one class of boys in 
Junior -Department from 12 to 21, etc. 

Some of the increases in class mem- 
bership were made on Promotion day, 
and. that, of eou se, meant a decrease 
in ‘the membership of some others; yet 
the membership of the whole school has 
been largely increased by the activity of 
the members of organized classes. Home 
Department members have been trans- 
ferred to the Adult Department, and 


members of the Cradle Roll to the Be-_ 


ginners’ Department. 

This great activity on the part of our 
scholars has encouraged and helped the 
teachers and officers. Class organiza- 
tion has created a friendly rivalry be- 
tween the classes of the various de- 
partments, and this was increased by 
the monthly contest for the Department 
Banners, which are awarded at the 
monthly meetings of our Sunday-school 
Board. By the end of the month we 
expect to have 700 members, with 300 
in the Home Department and 100 in the 
Cradle Roll, which will bring our total 
enrollment up to 1,100. 

NorFo._k, VA. 
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Governor Brumbaugh doesn’t believe 
that all good teachers are born teachers. 
There’s comfort in that! And for the 
teacher who is now in the making there's 
a wealth of specific help in his book 
“The Making of a Teacher,’ obtainable 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany at $1. 


Christian 
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HADDON HALL 


ATLANTIC CITY. 


ALWAYS OPEN—RIGHT ON THE 
BEACH AND THE BOARDWALK 


APPEALS pertionteriy 0 out 
tivated people who seck 
rest and recreation at the Sea 
Shore. From everywhere such 
guests have come regularly for 
40 years—it is so satisfying, free 
‘from ostentation, comfortable, 
sufficient. Every facility is of- 
fered young and old for enjoy- 
ment. 
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FORD fi LIAR SONGS OF 
ae S09PEL.No,tor2, Round 
ounan. weeds andl Salad, No. 1 and Beombined 86 
hundred, 106 @ copy. B.A. Kc HACKETT, Fect Wayne, Ind. 
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In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 





Workers’ 


Commentary 
on the Whole Bible 


By Dr. James M. Gray 


Dean of the Moody Bible 


Institute, Chicago, Illinois 





A LARGE OCTAVO VOLUMB 





“At last! A truly competent commentary on the whole Bible 


in one volume, and for a price 


within the reach of all. These are 


desiderata long agreed upon, but never, in a really popular sense, 


met before. 


‘*Br. Gray brought to the task of producing such a book the 
wers at their maturity that have made him one of the foremost 
ible teachers of the English-speaking world. Clearness of thought; 

the mastery ofj,condensed expression without the sacrifice of lucidity; 
immense. industry ; adequate scholarship ; thoroughness ; a joyous 
trust in the truth of the Scriptures ; a spiritual mind, and that sense 
of relative values, of propertion, of what is supremely important 
where all is precious—these qualities, schooled and disciplined in 
above thirty years of Bible teaching, have made this book possible. 


‘‘But it remains true that this is eminently the Commentary of 


the people. No Sunday-school 


teacher can afford to be without it, 


and in any Christian home it will enrich the family devotions, an- 
swer the children’s questions, and stimulate the study of the sacred 


Oracles.’’"—Dr. C. 1 Scotteld, in 


The Sunday School Times. 


Price, $2.00, postpaid 


FOR SALE BY 


THE SUNDAY SCHO 


1031 Walnut Street, - - 


OL TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia 

















